
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

November 5, 2014 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Greg Marietti, Jeri 
Milstead, Julie Schlosser, and Mark Krietemeyer 
 
Prior to the meeting, President Ehlers announced to zoning presenters that not enough Trustees 
were in attendance for a quorum, so there would be no vote tonight. 
 
President John Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was no motion to approve October’s minutes as Kellie Ehlers was absent.  November’s 
minutes were taken by Julie Schlosser. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (did not attend) 
 
Fire Department (did not attend) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.: 

 The City Forester is Chad Hoff, reachable at cdhoff@columbus.gov, 614-645-5649. 

 Noted that there was a lot of trash along Abbey Church.  He wants to get tenants 
together to remedy problem.  Mentioned Keep Columbus Beautiful and the Adopt an 
Area program.  They may have a meeting at Carriage Place Recreation Center for 
residents who live between CS Bank and the Cranston Center. 

 Talked about the need for sidewalks on Dierker between Bethel and Henderson. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Treasurer’s Report 
Mark revised the July through September reports 

 Year-to-date (October) revenue:  $2,695 

 Year-to-date (October) expenses:  $1,321.10 
 
Code Enforcement 

 A prior incident with Vanity has been closed.  Now used cars for sale are parked behind 
it.  Vanity seems to be getting more aggressive as the incidents mount. 

 Troy hasn’t done anything about the InTown Suites. 
 
Insurance and Legal 

 Mark reported that all insurance premiums have been paid. 
 
Airport 

 Doug Hammon, airport director, had nothing new to report. 
 
  



Parks and Recreation 

 John reported that NWCA has over $150,000 in park development funds derived from 
fees paid by apartment builders.  

 The 2014 Recreation and Parks master plan identifies needs in the North area (includes 
NWCA service area) for an additional (1) 32+ miles of walking/biking trails, (2) 100+ 
acres of small neighborhood parks, and (3) 177+ acres of large community parks.  

 
Graphics and Zoning (3 items) 

1. Tom Christ presented his case for rebuilding a garage to house his car collection.  The 
new garage would be constructed where the current garage is located, but would be 
slightly larger.  The Trustees were split on agreeing with his plan.  Several Trustees 
suggested he move the garage farther back on his lot so it is not as obvious to the 
neighbors. 
 

2. A representative for PNC Bank on Henderson Road west of Reed presented plans to 
add an ATM drive-thru lane.  None of the Trustees had a problem with the addition. 

 
3. Representatives of Preferred Living presented an initial plan to construct 40-41 single 

family homes on the 11+ acres currently for sale at 5741 Godown Road.  They plan to 
keep most of the existing home and convert it into a clubhouse.  The garden style homes 
would be approximately 1,600-2,400 SF with first floor masters and finished basements.  
There would be an option for a second story, but it would only contain a bedroom and 
bathroom.  The minimum lot would be 52 x 120 feet and there would be 3.5 homes per 
acre.  Prices would start at $300,000 and there would be a homeowners association that 
would care for all yard work and have tight guidelines.  They will be formally requesting 
PUD-4 zoning.  

  
Questions and Comments on the Preferred Living presentation:  

 
Doug Hammon commented that prospective buyers may not know about the airport’s 
operations and suggested a clause be added to deeds informing buyers about the 
airport.  The flight path is directly over LeAnne Marie Circle. 
 
Bob Gunderman, original resident of Sycamore Hills, asked about Preferred’s 
experience with single-family homes and noted that as far has he knew, they’d only been 
building apartments.  He asked about whether there would be a homeowners association 
and would its guidelines be tightly written.  Also asked about how much uniformity there 
would be in the development.  Bob stated that he knew there had been a traffic count 
conducted recently.  He was worried that the new development’s sloped driveway would 
be hazardous and it would be the only ingress and egress available. 
 
Jim Adair, resident of Sycamore Hills, asked for clarification on the acreage.  The 
presenters said the property consisted of 2 parcels but it was actually 3 parcels. 
 
John Schmidt asked about the retention pond and what it would do.  Mr. Schmidt 
commented about his concerns about the increased traffic on Godown Road. 
 
Tom Dundon, resident of Sycamore Hills, asked about how long the construction would 
last.  Preferred’s reps said that it would last 24-30 months.  Mr. Dundon was concerned 
about the construction traffic on Godown for that length of time, especially since some 
Centennial students walk to school along Godown. 



 
Jan Steffensmeier owns 8 acres directly west of the proposed development at 1640 
West Case Road.  The development would back up to the pond north of her home.  Jan 
was upset because when they bought the property and built their home, they planned on 
not having homes and a development next to their property. 
 
Linda Gleckner, President of the Sycamore Hills Residents’ Association, asked about the 
swimming pool that exists adjacent to the house and if the developers had plans for it.  
They responded that they thought the pool was approximately 15’ x 30’.  They mentioned 
saving 1/2 to 3/4 of the existing home and turning it into a clubhouse/exercise facility. 
 
Marilyn Bender asked how wide was the proposed street supposed to be and what was 
the setback for each house?  Preferred replied with 22 feet wide for the street and the 
lots would be 120’ x 52’.  The driveways have to be long enough for 2 cars to park, one 
behind the other.  Marilyn was concerned that cars parked on the street may make it 
difficult for cars traveling through the neighborhood to get through. 
 
Jim Gallagher, resident of Sycamore Hills, asked what the process of applying for the 
change in zoning, permission from city council, etc. would be. 
 
Jim Adair was concerned about the amount of grassy space that would be turned into 
pavement and roofs as it relates to rain runoff.  Mentioned the railroad culvert and its 
tendency to flood during heavy rainstorms. 
 
Preferred will come back with a formal presentation at a future NWCA meeting. 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Conversation about the Candidates’ Night and the ineffectiveness of the FCCGG.  John 
said he would debrief with them about what worked and what didn’t.  They admit partial 
responsibility for the miscommunication with Representative Steve Stivers. 
  

 Worthington City Council passed the purchase request by UDF. 
 

 The Signa property on the southwest corner of Linworth and 161 has not made any 
progress and is at a standstill. 
 

 Discussion on the possibility of widening 161 between Sawmill and 315.  John said the 
railroad track requires one solution, costing about $30 million, and the intersection of 
Linworth and 161 requires another solution.  He said Worthington would never agree to 
five lanes, which is a prerequisite for Federal highway funds. Likely, nothing will ever 
happen due to the cost of the solutions. John suggested an “outside the box” solution to 
the traffic of severing 161 just east of Federated Boulevard and routing traffic up around 
I-270 or Snouffer Boulevard.  
 

 Columbus would like 10-15 people to put together a new Northwest Area Plan. 
Approximately half that number should come from NWCA members and trustees. Any 
interested volunteers? 

 
President Ehlers adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. 


