
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2014 
 
 

Trustees in attendance include John Ehlers, Greg Marietti, Kellie Ehlers, Kyle Hartman, Rosemarie Lisko, 
Jeri Milstead, Julie Schlosser, and Dave Shaw. 
 
 
President John Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion to approve the August minutes made by Kellie Ehlers and seconded by Kyle; motion approved by 
unanimous verbal consent.  
 
CITY REPORTS 
 
Police Department: (did not attend) 
 
Fire Department:  

 Nothing new to report, except that hydrant flushing is complete. 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.:  

 Neighborhood Conference scheduled for Sept 11–13. Tickets are $150 for three days. Register 
before Aug. 17, is $125 dollars. Scholarships are available. For more information, email 
rrnc2014@gmail.com. 

 Tagging reported at Bethel and Godown – Isom will track tracking numbers  
 Signs – goal was for signs to be installed in August.  John said that we have to choose one design 

out of 5. Trustees were invited to vote or write-in a new design.  
 Isom mentioned Thompson Street, north of our service area, with a hazardous intersection based 

on a large row of shrubs. Isom almost got hit in alley. He is working with police.  
 Cut thru on Francisco to Gettysburg to bypass Henderson and Reed. High rate of speed… 1,800 

traffic events thru that area a day. – John will talk to Isom 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Code Enforcement:  

 David Shaw had nothing to report. 
 Kyle asked Isom – east of the Texas Roadhouse restaurant is a game center with flashing yellow 

lights. Is that acceptable?  
 Dierker and Bethel – Isom did not think there is enough space for sidewalk. John suggested that 

easements for sidewalks exist everywhere.  
 Question from audience – can we put a sign to require turn signal use at Bethel and 315? John 

opined that that is an unusual request. Rosemarie said no signs for using turn signals. 
 
Membership:  

 John reported 5 new memberships since last meeting.  
 Kellie said that if we get five new ones before next meeting, she will bring homemade Oreo 

cookies. John also reminded trustees that we can solicit door-to-door. 
 New member applications are available on website. 

 



Insurance and Legal: Nothing to report. 
 
Web Site:  

 John created a new page on our website at Rosemarie’s request showing her address for zoning 
matters. 

 John welcomes suggestions for the website. Contact him at northwestcivic@gmail.com. 
 
OSU Airport:  

 Long-term prognosis for the airport looks good. Airport is getting busier. A new for-profit 
company, Jet for Hire, would like to operate out of the airport, which will increase traffic. John 
reminded the audience that the airport is roughly the acreage of Boston Logan Airport. He 
distributed the August monthly newsletter from the airport. 

 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways:  

 The new 10-year Plan will be published in the next few weeks.  John has not yet seen the final 
document, but he thinks that plan looks good. It acknowledges that the Northwest Columbus area 
is deficient in some regards, e.g., too little green space and too few paths. 

 
Student Trustees & Schools:  

 Not much to report until school starts later this month.  
 John reminded everyone that regulations allow any interested student who lives in the area to 

apply, whether they attend Centennial or another high school.  
 Rosemarie described the process. 

 
Graphics & Zoning:   
(Item 1) Council variance for a salon and spa at 1545 Bethel Road. 

 Amy Kuhn, representing Dominic Howley, presented the request for a Council variance. 

 After a brief discussion, Rosemarie made a motion to approve the request, which was seconded by 
Jeri. The request was approved by unanimous verbal vote. 

 
(Item 2) Parking Variance at 6461 Nicholas Drive, to reduce the number of parking spaces from 50 to 32 
and allow more green space. 

 After a brief presentation by the agent, John Humbert, the trustees had questions. 
 Greg asked whether there were any pictures of site? No 
 The site is near Mr. Mulch, near the Post Office, kiddie corner from Oak Unfinished Furniture. 
 Rosemarie observed that the applicant did not send a packet to each board member, only to 

Rosemarie.  He claimed he didn’t realize he had to send it to everyone 
 He is scheduled for BZA on August 26. They are working on the storm water plan and before the 

end of asphalt season in November. 
 Rosemarie asked whether they would they consider landscaping to dress it up a little, such as 

shade trees. Rosemarie indicated that City Staff recommended approval for this. 
 Rosemarie made a motion for approval on the condition of landscaping, and Greg seconded. 
 A verbal vote was taken, and the variance was unanimously approved. 

 
(Item 3) 4692 Kenny Road, rezoning from M-1 to L-AR-1 to build 120 apartments and a Council variance 
to reduce setbacks. 

 Jill Tangeman, of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, was joined by Nick Kind and Jared Smith to 
present. 

 The site is surrounded by industrial zoning and RR tracks, with industrial on one side and 
residential on the other. 



 The application seeks a companion council variance – set-backs front, rear, and side – no longer 
need variance in front or back yard, only variances for side yard. Neighbors can build up to 
property line, so they want to go to within 5 feet.  

 No traffic study and turn lanes warranted. 
 Updated sewer surveys suggest no improvements needed. 
 No environmental hazards or soil issues, so no required phase two development. 
 Jeri asked about the number of units, which is 114 units. 
 Dave asked about height, which is 35 feet (3 stories). 
 Jeri asked whether fire truck ladders will reach 3 stories, and Jill said yes. 
 Rosemarie asked whether the applicant would consider two stories, and Jill responded that the 

property asking price is too high for fewer units.  
 Rosemarie asked whether they would have Section 8 rentals, and Jill said no.  
 Rosemarie observed that Planning and Zoning recommends 2 stories, and Jill responded that some 

in P&Z recommend 3 stories. 
 Jeri asked if they did any needs assessment whether we need 114 more apartments, and Jill 

responded that they have been studying the market for last 15 years and yes, the need exists for 
apartments to house graduates and young professionals. 

 Rich Conie owns 4660 Kenny Rd. (next door) and is all for the project. 
 James Altschult asked about clientele, and whether they would include senior citizens, who don’t 

like stairs (no elevators planned).  They responded, “Not really.” 
 Rosemarie asked about internal sidewalks, and there will be some for inter-building connectivity. 
 Mike Plahuta, who owns property to the north, was concerned about proximity to his building, and 

light access to existing windows. Also, he is not opposed to a fence. 
 Tom Persinger asked about the price range, which will start at $900 to $1200 per month. An 

existing residential street, Landing Drive, is right across from the entrance, which seems like it will 
create much more traffic. It’s already hard to get out on Bethel Road, so cars will go to Landing 
Drive. Nick suggested that they would put up a sign prohibiting thru traffic. Only one site egress is 
dangerous in winter. Jill will redesign egress to make a more even and wider entrance.  

 Mr. Kreinberink is opposed to the property, because of potential traffic impact on Landing Drive. 
Very icy in winter and lots of traffic already. Traffic stacks up every day at 5:00 p.m.  

 Dave asked if they did a traffic study, and Jill said that there is not enough traffic to improve road. 
 Greg asked whether they had any elevations showing facades and landscaping. Nick provided 

pictures from another project that is similar. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion for approval as presented, which was seconded by Greg. A roll vote was taken:  
 
 Julie – Yes Kyle – Yes 
 Kellie – No Greg – Yes 
 Rosemarie – Yes Jeri – No 
 David – No 
 
The motion passed, 4 to 3. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 

 John suggested that everyone think about what committees they want to serve on, to help balance 
the work load. Rosemarie would like some help with zoning and graphics. All trustees should help 
with finding new members, starting in their own neighborhoods. Next month, trustees will meet at 
6:20 p.m., a half-hour before our meeting, to choose which committees they wish to join. 

 Candidates Night 2014 is planned for October 14, in coordination with the Franklin County 
Consortium for Good Government. 



 Sawmill Athletic Club is not changing their sign before returning to us for approval. 
 John shared a letter from Troy Miller in which he asked ODOT to work with the City to find a way 

to provide turn lanes at Riverside and West Case. 
 John shared a letter from Council stating the deadline of August 20 for liquor license revocation. 
 John indicated that Judge Hawkins would like to address NWCA, and John will invite him in 

September. John asked trustees to suggest other speakers, such as City Council members or city 
government people. Rosemarie suggested that the new Development Director would be good to 
invite. 

 John would like to have a Code Enforcement officer at our meeting at least 3 times each year.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 John has tentatively scheduled a City Council ‘Meet-and-Greet’ in Hangar 1 at the airport, next to 
Barnstormer, on either Sept. 9 or 16. If the weather is good, they can open up the hangar. Council 
will make an announcement by this weekend. John will post the date and time on our website at 
northwestcivic.org. 

 Rosemarie shared that Casto Development got a $200,000 grant to remediate the brownfield area 
of the 5750 Riverside development parcel. 

 Janet DaPrato, who lives in Kempton Run, addressed the group about the double-taxation problem 
in her area, and asked if the NWCA could help. Furthermore, Janet has been in touch with Isom 
about three empty lots that are a landscaping mess. Isom has seen it, and confirms that it is within 
the City of Columbus. One problem is knowing where exactly the property line is. Rosemarie 
suggested she contact Troy Hardgrow, our code enforcement officer, for help. Janet is on her 
neighborhood association board. Davy Tree cares for the property. Rosemarie suggested that Davy 
should take care of entire property. Janet tried to contact the original owner and they did not 
return her call. Other neighbors don’t see it, so they don’t care. Rosemarie will call her contact on 
SR-161 and see if he can help Janet. Janet gave her name and phone number to Rosemarie. 

 
 
President Ehlers adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM. 
 


