
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

September 3, 2014 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Kyle Hartman,  Rosemarie Lisko, Greg Marietti, Jeri 
Milstead, Ruth Royal, Julie Schlosser, Dave Shaw 
 
President John Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion to approve August minutes made by Kellie Ehlers and seconded by Julie; motion approved by 
unanimous consent.  
 
 
CITY REPORTS 
Police Department: (did not attend) 
 
Fire Department:  
Nothing new to report; Fall hydrant flushing is concluded 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.:  

 Meet & Greet with Columbus City Council at Don Scott Field Hangar 1, Tues. 5:30 –7:00 p.m.  
 Councilmember Troy Miller is stepping down at the end of this month. Council will announce 

appointment process. Candidate must run during the next election in 2015. 
 Keep Columbus Beautiful will host seven corridor projects, including Volunteer Challenge this 

Saturday; call 645-8047 for more information. 
 Kellie Ehlers observed the need for a sidewalk on Dierker Rd., between Henderson Rd. and Bethel 

Rd. Dawn Caldwell stated that she put in a 311 ticket to have sidewalk extended to Kroger. Isom 
Nivins will put in a ticket/find out about easements. He asked Dawn if she had a tracking number. 

 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION – Franklin County Municipal Environmental Court Judge Dan Hawkins 
 
Franklin County Environmental Court Judge Daniel Hawkins and his Chief Environmental Specialist, Josh 
Harmon, gave a PowerPoint presentation. Josh’s job is to assure that court rules are followed, like a 
bailiff. The Franklin County Environmental Court is unique in the State of Ohio, with jurisdiction over all 
laws within Franklin County. Other counties use common pleas court to address these issues, which do 
not have such broad jurisdiction.  
 
Judge Hawkins was appointed last year and won an election last November. Before joining the 
environmental court, Judge Hawkins was a prosecuting attorney for 13 years. Hawkins is third 
environmental court judge, following Judge Richard Pfeiffer and Judge Harland Hale before him.  
 
Types of issues handled are: health and safety, housing, illegal dumping, oversized vehicles on the road, 
hunting licenses (missing or expired), animal cases (abuse, control, bites, licenses), and certain felony 
cases, like arson.  
 
Judge Hawkins’ courtroom is the busiest in state of Ohio, one of the top-5 in the nation, with over 500 
cases per month. Criminal and civil nuisance cases are the highest demand. 
 



He is now working on a web-based GIS system. For example, to find out about pending court cases for the 
house down the street that has issues, you need the party’s name, which is not always available. An 
interactive web map will show the next court date and any information that neighbors want to share 
about a particular property, or that there is no pending case so you can call 311.  
 
A new pilot hoarding-related program is underway, covering up to 10 cases, the first such court program 
in Ohio. Court will send person into a program for help and then the person will be on probation. After a 
year of tweaking, they will review how well it works, to determine if it should continue. 
 
Judge Hawkins urged everyone to get proactive. Cases need to be filed with the Environmental Court. The 
court cannot go out to find cases. 
 
Q&A Session: 

 Sheila Seifert brought to light that a property located at 4820 Old Kenny Rd. is in poor condition. 
She asked what the case number means. It is a case enforcement number from the city’s 311 ticket 
number system. Isom said to call with the tracking number. She can’t get an answer out of Code 
Enforcement either. No pending case. Rundown and vacant properties are not only eyesores, but 
crime magnets. That is why Judge Hawkins moves these cases along as fast as possible. 

 
 Kevin asked why this program hasn’t been replicated elsewhere in Ohio, if other court systems are 

jealous. Judge Hawkins explained that Toledo has a similar court. Many attorneys don’t realize that 
we have this court in Franklin County. Hopefully we will become a model for other cities. Hamilton 
County is considering coming up to see our Environmental Court. He would love for this to be a 
model statewide, because these types of issues can get lost in other court systems. 

 
 Isom Nivins said Code Enforcement Officers are impressed with Judge Hawkins. Grass is cut on 

Linworth Road, but then the property owner lets the grass go and this is ongoing. Isom asked for 
someone to contact for help. Hawkins can schedule on-site meeting to check a property. Either 
party or Judge Hawkins can go out and check property. 

 
 John brought up election sign issue. Hawkins tells people that signs go in yards and not in the 

Right of Passage. Can citizens pick up the signs? Some ordinances will define signs in certain areas 
as “trash” so it is like litter control. Josh Harmon said to go to municode.com to check areas in 
Columbus and see if it is deemed “trash”. Judge Hawkins encouraged people to email Josh Harmon 
with information so that he has as much information as possible. 

 
 Judge Hawkins turns over cases as fast as possible. Repeated offenders are treated differently, 

because the problem is ongoing. Frequent offenders deserve more punishment. 
 

 Fran Hershey talked about a vacant property in Beechwold where illegal dumping is ongoing. Josh 
told her to go to Itsacrime.org or call 614-871-5322. Officers will go out and set up a camera. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Code Enforcement: (no new issues beyond what Judge Hawkins addressed in his presentation) 
 
Membership: (no new information) 
 
Insurance and Legal:  



John presented the annual directors liability insurance bill for $750.00. Jeri requested a motion for 
approval, and Rosemarie seconded; motion approved by unanimous consent. 
 
Web Site:  
John welcomes suggestions for the website. Contact him at northwestcivic@gmail.com. 
 
OSU Airport:  
Rosemarie said jet traffic has picked up considerably. She is afraid it will upset Worthington residents. 
John suggested that Rosemarie keep a log, in case residents want to contest the new airport policies. 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways:  
State Route 161 multiuse/bike path is postponed for the foreseeable future. 
 
Student Trustees & Schools:  
Centennial High School is one of the top performing public high schools in the state. John praised 
Principal Fran Hershey for her efforts. Rosemarie announced that she has applications from ten students 
who wish to be considered for four NW Civic student trustee positions. Rosemarie will interview the 
students and present four of them to the board at our next meeting. 
 
Graphics & Zoning:  (no items on this month’s agenda) 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Neighborhood signs: Current design says “Northwest Columbus: A Great place to Live, Work and Play”, 
which may be too wordy for a street sign. After some discussion, Kevin Parks suggested, “Northwest 
Columbus: A Great Place to Be”, which seemed to be a good compromise. 
 
Diane Caldwell talked about her handicapped son, who attended the meeting. She would like the sidewalk 
extended on Dierker Rd north from Bethel Rd. to Kroger. Her son lives in the Enclave, and all the 
entrances are sloped and very dangerous for people in a wheelchair coming down the inclines, which can 
flip a wheelchair forward. The updated curb cuts, the red bumpy ones, are of consistent incline, but the 
old ones are too steep. He cannot navigate them by himself because the steepness causes his wheels to 
come off the ground. Mom has talked to the condo owners, and they say that these are city sidewalks, and 
that property owners are responsible for maintaining them. However, City code says that if any sidewalk 
is maintained, the property owners have to repair the aprons. How should this be enforced? At 1870 
Bethel Road, one half of the apron is updated, but the other half is the old style and very dangerous.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Janet DaPrato talked about House Bill 461.  Can Northwest Civic advise her on Double Taxation? She 
would like to testify to the House Ways and Means committee. Her family wants out of the township. How 
can they get out? Prairie Township did not give up the rights to them. Her property was annexed into 
Columbus, but the lines remain so that Prairie Township can tax them an extra $2,000 per year. Should 
she write the Ways and Means Committee or Mike Duffy? Can someone from NWCA write a letter? Jeri 
said Janet could write a draft letter that all people can use, with blanks that people can fill in. Jeri said this 
might require going door to door in that area. Janet will send a sample letter. John suggested that Janet 
attend Candidates Night on October 14 at Centennial High School from 7 to 9 p.m. and ask the candidates. 
 



John asked for approval to pay $50 to the Franklin County Consortium for Good Government, who is 
bearing most of the costs of the upcoming Candidates Nights. Greg made the motion and Jeri seconded, 
voice vote taken, and all approved except Rosemarie, who said no. 
 
Principal Fran Hershey presented a picture of a new digital sign for Centennial High School. Rosemarie 
said she has to apply for a permit and apply for a variance with the City because it is not consistent with 
the Bethel Road Commercial Overlay. John explained that electronic signs are not consistent with the 
Northwest Area Plan, and that the Northwest Civic Association cannot support a digital sign. Visible 
exceptions on Bethel Road, like the Texas Roadhouse sign, were installed before the commercial overlay 
was adopted. 
 
 
President Ehlers adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 
 


