
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

10/1/2014 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Kyle Hartman, Mark Krietemeyer, Rosemarie 
Lisko, Greg Marietti, Jeri Milstead, Ruth Royal, Julie Schlosser 
 
President John Ehlers called the meeting to order at 7:00 and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion to approve amended September minutes made by John Ehlers and seconded by Jeri. 
Motion approved by unanimous consent.  
 
Motion to approve Treasury report made by Mark Krietemeyer and seconded by Jeri. Motion 
approved by unanimous consent. 
 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: Dr. Ron Hendrick, Senior Associate Dean in the College of Food, Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences at The Ohio State University, shared some of the results of the college’s 
year-long master planning effort for Don Scott Field. Dr. Hendrick reported that OSU needs a new, 
modern, multi-animal campus. OSU has 5 campuses for Food, Agriculture and Environmental 
Sciences. Some reconfiguration and strategies are being considered in new site footprints. New 
OSU models want to take advantage of larger pastures and footprints. Eventually on a long-term 
timeline, $80 million will be raised for capital improvements. 
 
Q&A: John asked about the forests and virgin soil on the west side. Are there any plans to make 
use of lands for people to enjoy? OSU would be happy to work with schools and community. 

Jeri asked, will horses remain at Sawmill? Dr. Hendrick answered that most equines will be 
moved closer to campus at the request of the veterinary school, to be used in therapy. OSU plans 
to do more therapy outreach with horses.  

Jeri asked, what will remain at the Sawmill location? Cattle will be out in the front part. 
Heifers will be brought in to help develop herd. Approximately 140 cattle occupy the property. 
Bulls will be moved there for reproductive and fertility research. It will also have more sheep, too. 
 
 
CITY REPORTS 
 
Police Department: (no report) 
 
Fire Department: (no report) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.: Isom put in a sidewalk service request for West Case 
and Daniel Wright Elementary School. He contacted Nancy Sully about sidewalks.  
 
Neighborhood Best Practices Conference is Sat. Oct. 11 from 7:30 a.m. – 2:30 pm. for five dollars. 



 
Rosemarie asked Isom to ask Troy Hardgrow, area code enforcement officer, to come to a NW 
Civic meeting sometime soon.  
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Code Enforcement: Mark asked what the stipulations are for signs behind a property. Rosemarie 
suggested calling 311. 
 
Membership: John made a pitch for new members, announcing that members who join before the 
end of 2014 will be granted extended membership through the end of 2015.  
 
Insurance and Legal: (no report)  
 
Web Site: John welcomes suggestions for the website. Email him at northwestcivic@gmail.com. 
 
OSU Airport: (no report) 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways: Reconstruction of State Route 161, including a bikeway or 
shared usage path, will take years to complete. John asked for solutions to be emailed to him. 
 
Student Trustees & Schools: Rosemarie introduced four students who want to be Student 
Trustees: Jakob de Buhr, Emily Carpenter, Mary Von Staden, and Ben Wilson.  
 
Graphics & Zoning:  (3 issues) 
 
 (1) Rezoning of 2960 Cranston Dr. (multi-family development) 
 
Jill Tangerman, of Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease LLP, presented. The site is a hodge-podge of 
parcels, e.g., A12, etc. She presented a revised version of the site plan. They decreased the size of 
some of the buildings from 3 to 2 story buildings. This will be on the interior for neighborhood use 
not for community at-large. They added more green space. The three acre part of property will be 
dedicated to the city for public green space for people to utilize.  Nice buffers to northern and 
southern property. The buildings have been moved to the interior of the property. The garages are 
one story. Sewer problem was resolved as was the line of sight for traffic 
 
Mark said it’s unbelievable to have this high density. He is not a fan of three-story buildings. 
Where they chose to locate the two-story building on the site helps the appearance, but Mark 
would prefer two story buildings throughout, as opposed to three-story. If they did all two stories, 
then they would lose the park. The entire site would need to be developed. Jill said that this is a 
“Class A” project with high quality materials. 
 
John asked for a history of the site. Dan has said this is an old school and has sat empty for many 
years. They will put a new face on it. Rent would range between $800 and $1200 a month. This 
group recently developed the K-Mart site at Bethel Road and Route 315. 



Mark asked what other development properties are comparable? Clifton Park in New Albany and 
Palmer House are their most recent properties. This proposed property will be most comparable 
to Palmer House. 
 
Jeri asked how many apartments are proposed. 252  
 
John asked about total acreage. 15 acres, including the parkland 
 
Mark asked more specifics about the 3 story buildings. They will be 15 to 20 feet apart. Mix on 
bedrooms – 70% will be 2 bedroom units. 
 
Jeri asked about zone usage. Jill replied multi-family. 
 
Questions from audience: 
Ed Lavelle – Did you do a traffic study? Jill replied that no traffic study or access study was done. 
These residents can access Cranston Drive. Ed said he has lived there 37 years. If you go 25 miles 
per hour, there is car congestion because of the speed bumps. Nick said the majority of traffic will 
come off of Sawmill Rd. Saw Tooth to Tuller or divert back. 
 
Jill said that the City of Columbus has already zoned this as usage for apartments. 
 
Christian Jackson is concerned about safety of children playing and increased traffic with 252 
units.  
 
Mary Jo Connelly asked what Jill is trying to ascertain? Jill – either 17 /acre than 12/acre.  You 
don’t need anyone’s approval to build apts. She sees that Kill is proposing an alternative with 
adding the park. 
  
Jeri – what is your justification for going 17/acre? Nicer buildings with nicer features. Need 
increased density for economic reasons and to also dedicate the park. 
 
Mary (HS intern) – How will children be safe to cross and get to the park? Nick said Street trees 
and a special crossing 9crosswak and signage) will be considered. Nick said they would consider 
adding more street trees form Sawmill Rd. to development. 20 – 25 trees would be added. 
 
Greg asked if a fence was planned for the storm water/retention pond area so kids can’t swim in it.  
 
Nick asked depth of pond? Engineers need to determine. 
 
Frank White is concerned about addition of cars along Cranston. An estimate of 445 additional 
cars will be added.  
 
Jerry Gasson asked if there will be a curb cut. Jill replied yes. 
 
Jill shared that this project will begin with Spring Construction if it passes tonight and then on to 
the Columbus Zoning Board. 



John asked how many in the audience were there because of this issue. Then he asked the 
audience to grade the project as presented, with a rating from 1 – 5. The majority seemed to be in 
favor, but there was a significant minority that was firmly against it. 
 
Has anyone looked into the elementary school and numbers that will impact it? Dan shared that in 
a project for 480 units only 21 kids went to school in grades kindergarten through sixth grade.  
 
Rosemarie made the motion for approval on condition that the pond is fenced in some way, and ot 
was seconded by Greg. Roll call vote taken. 
 
 Jeri  ..................................... No Julie  ................................. Yes 
 Mark  ................................. No Kellie  ............................... Yes 
 Greg  ................................. Yes Rosemarie  .................... Yes 
 Kyle ................................... Yes 
 
The motion for approval passes, 5 – 2. 
 
 (2) Graphic Variance at 1325 Bethel Rd (Dunkin Donuts Site) 
 
Wants new signage – pylons line the road. They took out Pop-Eye’s sign when they could have 
refaced it. He asked the Board to work with him.  
 
Rosemarie said the city is opposed to it because of the commercial overlay. He says there is very 
low visibility and it would hurt his business.  
 
Mark asked where it would be. He said 10 feet off of road is code, but they are going 16 feet back. 
 
Kyle thought that the Popeye sign was lower. He thought he could incorporate a monument sign 
and not a specific disadvantage. He is asking for a height of 20 feet and 4 feet wide. 
 
Kellie asked how high Tim Horton’s sign is. Its sign is 20 feet high, as are most of the others.  
 
John says we have a dilemma. If we go against the overlay, then others will insist that we loosen 
our standards. He asked that if he went the monument route, could he go smaller, but add more 
wording to the bottom. John stated that we have to follow the overlay. 
 
Student Trustee Mary asked, how would having a sign improve business? He claims he sent two 
employees there and they couldn’t find it…the building is already set back. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion for disapproval and Mark seconded. Roll call vote taken. 
 Jeri  .................................... Yes Julie  ................................. Yes 
 Mark  ................................ Yes Kellie  ................................ No 
 Greg  ................................. Yes Rosemarie  .................... Yes 
 Kyle  .................................. Yes 
 
The motion for disapproval passes, 6 – 1. (Kellie voted to support the hardship claim.) 



 
 (3) Graphic Variance at 3111 Hayden Road (Sawmill Athletic Club) 
 
This is Nick Cavalaris’s second appearance in front of the board since the May meeting. His group 
went to the Graphics Commission and the Graphics Commission suggested they go back to 
drawing board. They reduced changeable proposed sign by 40 square feet. An update and 
modernization of the Premier Sign is going away. They have agreed to show Amber Alerts, 
weather, community events etc. They have to conform to brightness guidelines. Nick thinks it is 
appropriate for neighborhood. Nick says it’s appropriate and has no overlay restrictions. They 
want to redesign the west façade. Graphics brought up the crosswalk issue. It is designed with the 
highest safety features in mind. 
 
Kyle asked why is this a crosswalk issue? It was brought up by the Commission. He wanted to 
address it because the commissioners were interested in the issue. 
 
John is concerned because of heavy traffic, wrecks at the Hayden Run Road / Riverside Drive 
intersection, and that it would distract drivers through their peripheral vision. Nick said the 
industry has research on these types of billboards in relation to accidents. Rosemary said the 
Commission is not in favor. Traffic goes too quickly and you can’t take your eyes off the road at all. 
 
Mark said no one will see the sign until you are at the turn in for the mushroom pool because of 
trees blocking it. You can’t get a good look at it until you are up on it. 
 
Nick said they want to do this project because this sign only will be visible to members for their 
information. It is pedestrian scale for the community. It is not a billboard, they just want to 
modernize. 
 
Mark said that if this should go through, he does not want to see scrolling signs or movie like 
graphics. Nick said this is on premise message center, and graphics will change not more 
frequently than every six seconds. 
 
Jeri asked about running copy. It doesn’t run as shown on page two, under non-conforming use. 
Nick said it is residential use. They changed the size from 64 to 69 square feet. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion for disapproval. Roll call vote taken. 
 
 Kyle .......................... Abstain Rosemarie ..................... Yes  
 Mark ................................. Yes Jeri ...................................... No 
 Julie .................................... No Greg ................................... No 
 Kellie ................................ Yes  John ................................... No 
 
President Ehlers voted to break the 3-3 tie, citing the limited views from Hayden Run, the smaller 
size, and the limited changeability of the graphics (not more frequent than every six seconds) as 
his reason to support the presenters. 
 
The vote was 4 to 3 against disapproval. 



 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Candidates Night, a joint venture between NWCA and the Franklin County Consortium for Good 
Government, will be held at Centennial High School on October 14 from 7 – 9 p.m. Details are 
available on the NWCA website. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
(No new business.) 
 
 
President Ehlers adjourned the Board of Trustees meeting at 9:08 PM. 
 
--- 
 
President Ehlers called to order an Executive Session at 9:10 p.m. for the purpose of interviewing 
and electing Student Trustees for the 2014-15 academic year. 
 
Four prospective Student Trustees made brief presentations to the Board and answered questions 
from Trustees.  
 

 Jakob de Buhr is a German exchange student. He wants to learn more about the U.S. and 
local governments, and to compare them to Germany’s system. He is concerned for the 
homeless population. 

 Emily Carpenter is studying International Studies and Communications. She found it 
interesting to see the zoning approval process. 

 Mary Von Staden is an artist who uses charcoal as a medium. She wants to be involved in 
her community. She thinks that this is interesting for a recommendation group. She 
believes that sidewalks are essential. 

 Ben Wilson likes to explore and be creative. He thought that it would be great to know 
more about his community and how to be helpful. He was impressed with how well 
problems were presented and addressed. He is also very interested in his environment. 

 
John made a motion to accept all four prospective Student Trustees, and the board agreed in 
unanimous consent.  
 
President Ehlers adjourned Executive Session at 9:25 p.m. 
 


