
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

February 4, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Kyle Hartman, Mark Krietemeyer, 
Rosemarie Lisko, Greg Marietti, Julie Schlosser, Mary Von Staden, Benjamin Wilson, Emily 
Carpenter, and Jakob de Buhr. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:59 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve January’s (pending 1 correction) minutes by John which was 
seconded by Rosemarie.  The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.  

 The schedule for street and alley resurfacings will be posted sometime in early to mid 
April once council passes the 2015 capital budget. 

 The final by Mayor Coleman’s State of the City address will be Thursday, February 19 at 
6:00 pm at the Palace Theater, 34 West Broad Street. 

 Jim Long is the new interim City Forester.  He replaced Chad Hoff Sulak and can be 
reached at the Forestry Line (614-645-6640). 

 The first city council community meeting for 2015 will be Tuesday, February 10 at the 
Barack Community Center, 580 Woodrow Avenue from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  Other 
meeting dates will be announced soon. 

 The Planning Division will undertake an update of the Northwest Plan in 2015.  The 
previous neighborhood plan was adopted on October 22, 2007.  A meeting has been 
scheduled for March 5 to begin the process. 

 Two service requests have been made on behalf of Debbie Cohagen, owner of a 
property on Michaelkenny Lane, to build curbs on the street and to install a traffic light at 
Sawmill and Abbey Church Roads. 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement 

 Kyle had nothing to report. 

 Troy Hardgrow, the NW area’s code enforcement official attended.  Troy said there were 
only 3 code enforcement officers but there should be 6.  John asked if the shortage in 
personnel is a budget issue.  Mayor Coleman has a PACE committee that is dealing with 
certain areas of town.  They hired 10 people who currently are working in the Linden 
area. 

 Troy has worked with Judge Hawkins and is happy to work with him.  Fewer cases are 
coming before the judge because Hawkins has been more effective in dealing with 
repeat offenders. 



 John and Troy explained the 311 system to those in attendance.  There are many 
systems within the 311 system that may not be communicating with each other.  They’ve 
had a 99% response rate with zoning issues. 

 John brought up a drainage problem in the church parking lot caused by the apartments 
in the back.  Water is not draining and can be hazardous, especially if it freezes and 
forms ice.  The apartment complex is supposed to be responsible for keeping the drain 
clear. 

 Mark thanked Troy for getting rid of the Vanity signs and truck.  Several businesses 
share the rear parking lot so Troy has to be careful about enforcing anything in that area. 

 Troy hasn’t dealt with the Taylor House yet. 

 Troy’s direct phone number is 614-645-4572. 
 
Insurance & Legal 

 No news to report 
 
Membership 

 There is one new member.  John made a motion to approve the membership 
committee’s report; Rosemarie seconded. 

 
Airport 

 John met with Dean David Williams, Dean of Airport Operations. 

 The north runway may be extended to 6,000 feet.  The largest executive jets in service 
are flying in and out of Don Scott. 

 The Trustee-owned property on the south side of West Case may be developed for 
single-family homes at some point in the future. 

 The Airport won’t sell any of its property. 

 The Airport is planning an open house in October. 

 John scheduled the annual meeting for April 22, 2015 and invited Dean Williams to 
attend.  There may be some presenters regarding economic development in Northwest 
Columbus. 

 The soil on the west side of the airport is virgin and has never been tilled. 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways 

 Mark reported that the sidewalk project near Centennial High School has been 
completed. 

 Kick Butt Columbus will be March 28, 2015.  Traditionally, the NWCA picks up trash 
around the Bethel Road and 315 ramp.  Students who participate can earn service 
hours.  Mark wasn’t sure whether there was a sign-up sheet available yet or not. 

 Parks & Rec has a 10 year master plan that identifies needs and resources.  Northwest 
Columbus has the greatest needs in 60% of the categories.  The website is:  
Columbus.gov/2014MasterPlan. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Mark reported that $90 came in for dues and there was a $15 expense for candidates’ 
night.  John made a motion to approve the report; Rosemarie seconded. 

 
Student Trustees 

 Centennial’s drama department will be presenting “Hairspray” March 12-14. 

 The STEM club is building a machine with funding by Principal Hershey. 
 

http://www.columbus.gov/2014MasterPlan


Website 

 John mentioned that the NWCA website is a valuable resource for area information. 
 
Graphics and Zoning 
 

No presentations were made. 
 

 Chris Harden, resident who lives behind Friendship Village, contacted John and 
Rosemarie about seven properties that have been purchased for expansion by 
Friendship Village.  She presented to the Trustees her case for concern about the 
situation.  The seven properties are single-family residences or doubles.  Her property 
would abut the expansion and she is worried this will have a negative impact on her 
property value.  Friendship Village has been buying these properties through another 
entity, Birchton LLC .  They have a master plan that includes a community center.  Chris 
contacted Friendship Village’s director to find out what their future plans are.  She hasn’t 
heard back yet.  The owners were paid three times more than the auditor’s assessment 
values.  The properties Birchton purchased are rentals. 

 
Old Business 

 Rosemarie announced that a meeting has been scheduled regarding the Northwest Plan 
on March 5 at 7:00 pm at the Hard Road library.  The Far Northwest Coalition and 
Northwest Columbus have a plan together.  There will be a process to look at each 
property to determine what we’d like to see for each property. 

 Zoning will have R-4 for single-family residences with high density.  There will be no 
more R-1, R-2, or R-3. 

 John mentioned that infrastructure is thought of after something is developed and not 
before.  He also said that getting the community’s input about what they want.  The 
NWCA would like to ask the city to enforce the plan.  Isom asked about the old plan’s 
original recommendations.  Council wouldn’t enforce them was the response. 

 John spoke about zoning and how it should change with the time.  In the old plan, there 
was to be no new development on 161 unless traffic congestion was dealt with. 

 Beverly Dowlar (457-7183) of Lanning Drive was concerned about construction traffic 
from the new development on Kenny Road.  She was afraid construction vehicles would 
cut through her street.  Discussion followed on preventative measures.  Some suggested 
a “No Construction Vehicles” sign be placed via the traffic department.  Troy didn’t think 
anything could be done to enforce it.  Rosemarie said the developer could be asked to 
stay out of the subdivision.  Troy suggested a “No Through Traffic” sign.  Isom suggested 
putting in a 311 request.  Rosemarie will call Beverly after she calls the developer about 
this potential situation. 

 
New Business 

 Sheila Seifert of Langland Drive wrote a letter to John and read it to those in attendance.  
She is concerned about recent break-ins in the area and was asked for suggestions on 
how to prevent break-ins.  Isom said you could find a map tracking break-ins at 
raidsonline.  Julie suggested forming a Blockwatch.  John said that our area’s precinct is 
on Olentangy River Road and isn’t too far.  Much discussion followed on ways to deter 
break-ins including installing security systems, using better locks, and installing fake 
cameras. 

 The deadline for the Anna Mildred Henderson Award is March 1. 

 Someone from the NWCA has been asked to serve on the dog park committee.  They 
will be holding a meeting at the Worthington Rec Center. 



 Candidates’ night will happen again in the fall. 

 Dave Shaw has submitted his letter of resignation from the NWCA board. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm. 


