
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes (Amended) 

March 4, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Greg Marietti, Julie Schlosser, Mary Von 
Staden, and Emily Carpenter. 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:03 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve February’s minutes by John which was seconded by Kellie.  The 
motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department 

 The representative from CFD reported that they are getting a new fire chief.  The current 
chief will be retiring in April.  There are several candidates being considered. 

 The fire station is getting a new truck which is an upgrade from 2008. The new truck 
carries water and has a hose. 

 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. (No report; did not attend) 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement (No report) 
 
Insurance & Legal (No report) 
 
Membership 

 There were several new members. John made a motion to approve the membership 
committee’s report; Kellie seconded. 

 
Airport (No report) 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways (No report) 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Mark reported that $90 came in for dues and there was a $15 expense for candidates’ 
night.  John made a motion to approve the report; Rosemarie seconded. 

 
Student Trustees (No report) 
 
Website (No report) 
 
  



Graphics and Zoning (No report) 

 John mentioned that March 5 (4:00 pm – 6:00 pm) is the first meeting regarding the 
revised Northwest Area Plan.  The last time it was revised was in 2007.  There are 
problems with new development and infrastructure; inconsistencies with graphics. 

 Mary Jo Napoly, a Bethel Road resident and COTA rider, mentioned that most people 
don’t like flashing signs; she said she’d nearly been run over several times because of 
distracted driving.  John stated that the Northwest Area Plan tries to make sense and 
desires its plan to be enforceable.  (Discussion followed on development and road 
improvement/infrastructure.) 

 
Old Business 

 The NWCA Annual Meeting will be April 22, 2015. 
 

New Business 

 Kick Butt Columbus will be on Saturday, March 28, 2015.  The event begins at 8:30 am 
at Wolfe Park.  The area NWCA covers is the Bethel Road/Olentangy River Road 
intersection, including the ramps to/from 315.  There will be a link to the event on the 
NWCA website. 

 Mary Jo Napoly mentioned that she’d heard there was a possibility of sidewalks being 
installed along Dierker Road.  (She had seen minutes of a previous meeting on the 
NWCA website.)  She asked whether Isom and NWCA were pursuing.  She stated that 
many of the businesses near Henderson and Gettysburg are specialized businesses 
(Marc’s, Fresh Market, etc.) and the ability to walk there would be a good thing.  John 
indicated that a sidewalk on Dierker is a higher priority and city council is in favor. 

 Chuck Keith of 5683 Godown Road attended the meeting to voice his opposition to the 
proposed development of the Barnum property which is adjacent (to the north) from his 
property.  He is against the rezoning and thinks it should remain the same.  He has lived 
at his property for 18 years; the property has 3 improved structures.  He has a good 
relationship with Preston Woods which is adjacent (to the west) to his property.  Says the 
proposed development is nothing like Preston Woods.  He says that his neighbors are all 
opposed to the development. 

 Chuck asked if NWCA gets advance notice of zoning change/development proposals 
and John said that NWCA gets at least 2 weeks’ notice.  John mentioned that the 
developers will present a new plan on April 1 and after that, go before the zoning board.  
John mentioned the wooded area behind his home and the development that took place 
there.  He also mentioned the importance of each side keeping up their end of the 
bargain.  John said that the city desires additional revenue and normally favors 
development.  John said the solution to the problem would be to buy the property. 

 Chuck was concerned about the land usage and was there a need for more homes (and 
apartments) in the area.  Questioned whether the developers were experienced in 
building single family homes. 

 Chuck stated that he is friends with the Barnums and said that they likely don’t even 
know what the developer’s plans are.  They just want to get all the money out of the 
property that they can. 

 John mentioned setting up a meeting with several members of city council and adjacent 
property owners and several NWCA members.  Believes it is a good idea to speak with 
council before the process goes very far. 
 

A motion to adjourn was made by John and seconded by Kellie.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:56 pm. 
 


