
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Greg Marietti, Mark 
Krietemeyer, Kyle Hartman, Julie Schlosser, Mary Von Staden, and Jakob de Buhr 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:01 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve March’s amended minutes by Kyle which was seconded by 
Rosemarie with one correction (she was listed as seconding a motion but was not in 
attendance).  The motion was approved by unanimous consent. 
 
Due to a photocopying error, the February through April Treasurer’s Reports will be revisited 
and slated for approval. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department 

 They have their new truck which carries water.  They are very pleased with it. 

 They will be sprucing up the grounds around the station this spring by planting flowers 
and mulching. 
 

Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 The 2015 city budget can be accessed at the city’s website at:  Department of Finance 
and Management, 2015 Operating Budget.  (No hard copies were distributed.) 

 The Regional Neighborhood Network Conference will be held October 1-3, 2015 in 
Bowling Green, Kentucky.  Columbus hosted this event in 2004.  This year’s theme is 
“Neighbors Geared to Lead, Grow, Equip, Advance and Renew.”  The planning 
committee is looking for any community representatives who’d be interested in 
presenting a topic at the conference.  For additional information about the conference, 
contact Karen Foley at (270) 393-3674 or karen.foley@bgky.org. 

 There are still some parts of the city that do not have neighborhood signs.  Installation 
will resume in April. 

 There is a list of streets scheduled for resurfacing but very few are in the northwest area. 

 There have been some neighborhood concerns regarding solicitors.  There are three 
codes regarding solicitors:  1) Section 523.02 requires peddlers to have a license; 2) 
Section 523.11 requires peddlers to carry and display their identification card; and 3) 
Section 523.14 limits the hours that peddlers may operate in residential neighborhoods 
to between 9:00 am and 8:00 pm.  Any suspicious solicitor or activity should be reported 
to the CPD at (614) 645-4545.  

 Ms.Lapos, a nearby resident, is still interested in meeting to determine what can be done 
to encourage the tenants of the apartment complexes at Abbey Church/Michaelkenny to 
utilize the common dumpsters. 

 There will be a Community Engagement & Collaborative meeting, “Community Gardens” 
on April 21, 2015 at Dodge Park Recreation Center from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm.  The 
meeting is sponsored by Columbus’ Community Relations Commission. 

 Rosemarie mentioned meeting Ted Stacy at the City Council’s meet and greet not 
realizing that he wasn’t the office assigned to our area who is Officer Morgan. 
 

 



 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement 

 Kyle said 311 is on top of complaints 

 Mark said Troy has been contacted again about Vanity. 

 John mentioned signage limitations in the area.  Exemptions are made during political 
season. 

 
Insurance & Legal 

 Mark reported that tax form 990 needs to be completed in April.  John wondered whether 
other civic associations in the area carry insurance.  The area commissions are covered 
by the city.  Isom volunteered to ask other civic groups whether they carry insurance. 

 
Membership 

 There were 11 renewals but no new members.  John reiterated that Kellie would bring in 
homemade cookies if 5 new members join. 

 
Airport 

 The March newsletters are out and copies were distributed to the Trustees. 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways (No report) 
 
Student Trustees 

 Two of the student trustees were absent as they were attending a Stevie Wonder 
concert. 

 The student trustees will be going to a city council meeting in May. 
 
Website 

 John mentioned that he has been keeping the website up-to-date. 
 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

1. 1460 West Case Road 
 
Bill Galilei presented his case for a variance to build a 720 SF garage at 1460 West Case 
Road in order to park an oversized handicap vehicle.  He has a house on West Case that 
is on a double lot.  He cares for his son who is a quadriplegic and his son’s truck won’t fit 
in the garage.  He was asking for the two parcels to be combined into one which would 
then total 1.4 acres.  The city’s code doesn’t contain anything to deal with this situation. 
 
John thought the best way to go is to combine lots and he’d be able to build a second 
garage.  It was suggested that the board request that the variance only allow a handicap 
vehicle to park in the garage.  John recommended tabling the issue and suggested 
working with Chris Presutti, Rosemarie, and himself on making this a model situation for 
the city to use as an example and figure out how to be consistent with this type of issue. 
 
Rosemarie disagreed and mentioned that several months ago, the NWCA approved a 
variance for a resident to build a garage to house antique cars. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to approve the construction of a garage.  It was 
unanimously passed. 

 
  



2. 5741 Godown Road 
 

Jill Tangeman presented the revised case for Preferred Real Estate Investments 
requesting a change in zoning from LSR/R to PUD.  She was accompanied by Jared 
Smith of Preferred. 
  
Jill stated that the Development Committee had wanted more open space in the 
development. 
 
The updated plan would try to increase setbacks and lower the number of trees to be cut 
down.  The existing home would be kept and 35 new units would be constructed, some 
of which would be single-family residences and some would be twin singles.  None of 
these would be rentals. 
 
The new density would be 3.19; 100’ would be added at the rear of the properties.  There 
would be no swimming pool in the development.  The smallest home would be 1,700 SF 
on the first floor.  The road would be 24’ wide at the entryway.  The road splits, is 20’ 
wide, and will be one-way. 
 
The three existing parcels would be combined and replatted.  All lots will be 5,000 SF; 
the distance from the curb to the front of the home would be 25’; the development will 
have sidewalks 4’ wide.  The average lot would be 70’ deep.  The new plans allow 7’ 
between the house and the property line. 
 
Kellie expressed concern about the density and had hoped they’d come back with a plan 
to build no more than 20 homes. 
 
The asking price will start at $300,000.  Jared was asked whether Preferred had 
constructed any other single family residence developments and he said no. 
 
Rosemarie asked about the materials to be used on the exterior of the homes and said 
that NWCA wants natural products to be used in construction but the current plans call 
for vinyl siding on the sides and rear of the homes.  It was stated that the use of vinyl 
siding will cheapen the development and bring down the value of the existing home.  
Kellie asked for more specific details regarding construction materials. 
 
The representatives from the fire department said that Lt. Hennessey met with Preferred 
and said the revised plan is better but a fire truck would run over some of the 
landscaping.  John asked whether their analysis included street parking but Jared didn’t 
know. 
 
Linda Gleckner, President of the Sycamore Hills Residents’ Association, asked whether 
the new development’s association fee would be based on the size of the unit.  Jill said it 
would either be based on the square footage of the lot or just a standard fee.  Jill said the 
large (existing) home would have to be looked at separately. 
 
Dick Guy, Realtor, mentioned some developments in the northwest that were built 
around a mansion including River’s Gate. 
 
Janet DiPrado, resident of Kempton Run, said the revised plan is still too dense and 
thinks the HOA fee would be too high.  She said she pays $100 a month.  Jared said 
similar HOA dues are about $250/month.  Janet said she wouldn’t consider buying a 
home in this development because of the high density and was concerned the homes 
wouldn’t sell. 



 
Mike Steffensmeier (1640 W. Case), owner of 8+ acres west of the proposed 
development, said that someone could buy a twin single and then rent it out.  Jared 
responded that the HOA would have a highly dictated plan.  Mike said the density is too 
high for the area. 
 
The Development Committee is meeting next week but the plan won’t be scheduled 
before City Council yet.  It was added that River Highlands had a higher density. 
 
Chuck and Sue Keith (5683 Godown), owners of 12+ acres south of the proposed 
development also expressed concern about density.  The proposed development was 
not similar to Preston Woods.  They were concerned that their property value would be 
negatively affected.  Chuck said that only 20 single-family homes are on about 70% of 
the total land along West Case and Godown.  The lot for the mansion house would have 
to be on a lot bigger than half an acre. 
 
John said that if this development and other developments are built, the infrastructure in 
the area would not support the increase in population. 
 
A motion to disapprove the amended development proposal was made by Rosemarie.  
Greg abstained and the other eight trustees in attendance voted in favor of disapproving.  
The request for rezoning failed. 
 

Old Business 

 There was discussion on the need for a right turn lane at Riverside Drive and West 
Case and why it hasn’t been constructed.  John said the NWCA revisits this issue about 
every three years and there are problems because the city dropped the ball but is 
responsible for this problem.  Hayden Falls is pushing for a turn lane because of the 
new Casto development on Riverside Drive. 
 

 In 2015, a sidewalk on the west side of Dierker Road is to be constructed and in 2017 
there will be a walking path constructed on the east side of Dierker.  This would be 
between Henderson and Bethel. 
 

 Mark thanked those who participated in the Kick Butt program; the trash bags hadn’t 
been picked up by the city yet. 

 
New Business 

 Kellie congratulated Julie for the news article she was mentioned in regarding her 
church’s Community Meal Packaging Program in late February.  She took a group from 
her workplace to work a shift in preparing thousands of meals. 
 

 The annual meeting in Wednesday, April 22 and the focus will be on economic 
development in NW Columbus. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 pm. 
 


