
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

May 6, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Greg Marietti, Jeri 
Milstead, Kyle Hartman, Ruth Royal, Julie Schlosser, Mary Von Staden, Emily Carpenter, and 
Benjamin Wilson 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:04 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve April’s minutes by John which was seconded by Rosemarie. 
 
CITY REPORTS 
 
Police Department  (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department  (No report; did not attend) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

• Isom contacted Nancy Burton from ODOT to discuss the prospect of bollards installed at 
the 315S – Bethel Road exit to prevent immediate crossovers to the left lane. 

• Coordinators are looking for feedback from the community regarding their Car2Go 
experience. 

• The Franklin County Auditor is offering a website tutorial on Thursday, May 14 at the 
Upper Arlington Public Library, 2800 Tremont Road from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm.  If you 
have questions, call 614-525-4663. 

• The Columbus Volunteer Challenge has micro grants to support projects that create a 
positive challenge for organizations and communities.  The online Request for Project 
Proposals will be emailed on Monday, May 18 and must be completed no later than June 
5.  For more information, go to ColumbusVolunteerChallenge.org. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Code Enforcement 

• Troy mentioned that there had been complaints about the Carriage Place Wal-Mart’s 
trailers.  He said that they had been removed. 

• Troy has been receiving many complaints about graphics and weeds. 
• Troy has submitted lots of complaints about Vanity but the prosecutor won’t take the 

case.  Kyle asked if there would be another route to pursue.  Troy said Shayla, the 
assistant prosecutor, won’t take the case because she needed more time.  She said we 
should resubmit.  The NWCA may try to talk with City Attorney Pfeifer. 

• Troy met with Michael Kenny property owners to determine whether to organize multiple 
property owners as a single authority, for dealing with litter and related issues.   

• Several NWCA trustees picked up trash by Don Scott airport along with Misty Meadows 
residents and Don Scott personnel. 

• Kyle asked what constituted a zoning violation regarding grass and was told anything 
over 12” was a violation. 

• Rosemarie asked about Mr. Mulch.  Troy hadn’t had a chance to contact them yet. 
• A resident of the Reed & Bethel Apartments (didn’t get her name) mentioned that an 



office building nearby is changing its use to a daycare and the building is being gutted on 
the inside.  She wanted to know if she should be notified by the city of the change in use.  
Troy said that if the zoning remained the same, the city wouldn’t have to notify anyone. 

 
Insurance & Legal 

• There are approximately 300 area civic associations and NWCA is one of the largest.  
Fifteen to twenty civic associations have presented to city council.  There are two kinds 
of insurance:  liability and directors.  Kellie spoke with representatives of five civic 
associations and left eight messages.  None of those with whom she spoke had 
insurance.  Some associations use dues to care for areas in their district.  John wanted 
to vote on whether to continue to carry insurance.  Isom recommended talking with the 
city attorney.  Rosemarie said she would talk with him. 

 
Membership 

• No new members 
 
Airport 

• John attended a community outreach meeting with the dean of the College of 
Engineering.  The university is making significant investment in the airport, after none for 
nearly 30 years. 

• Safecon is coming up this weekend.  Top collegiate pilots will be competing.  Safecon 
contributes about $2,000,000 to the city’s economy. 

• John said the dean of the College of Engineering will be a panelist at June’s NWCA 
Annual Meeting. 

• John emphasized that the airport’s viability is secure. 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways (No report) 
 
Student Trustees 

• They will be attending the May 18 city council meeting. 
 
Website 

• John mentioned that he has been keeping the website up-to-date and you can email 
him through the website. 

 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

• 2800 Bethel Road - Graphics Variance for LED Gas Price Sign 
 
Stanley Young presented the case for installing two LED signs in place of the existing 
signs at the Shell station at the corner of Sawmill and Bethel.  One sign would front 
Sawmill and the other would front Bethel.  He mentioned the advantage of LED signs as 
employees wouldn’t have to manually change the prices on the signs.  The applicant 
agreed to paint the supporting sign poles dark gray. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to approve the variance, seconded by Kyle, and it 
was unanimously passed. 

 
• 6175 Sawmill Road - Parking Variance to Reduce Parking Spaces in Meijer Parking Lot 

 



Dave Perry and John Roush presented their case as 1.48 acres will be purchased from 
Meijer Realty to develop a 7,000+ SF commercial building with three tenants.  Possible 
tenants were Potbelly and Five Guys.  The current parking lot is very large.  
Unfortunately, some of the parking lot is in Dublin so they can only calculate the number 
of parking spaces that are in the Columbus portion.  C-4 uses are permitted according to 
the zoning for this property.  Because this is a sale, there will be a 1.4 acre lot split and 
735 parking spaces will be left and 180 spaces lost in the Columbus portion.  The 
building code requires 170 parking spaces for a 7,200 SF building but all they will have is 
104.  John asked if the Dublin parcel could be sold separately from the Columbus parcel.  
Dave responded that it would be unlikely.  There will be no new curb cuts or new access. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to approve the variance, seconded by Kyle, and it 
was unanimously passed. 
 

• 6000 Riverside Drive, Friendship Village of Dublin - Request for Rezoning from 
Institutional to CPD 
 
James Michael Mulligan made the presentation.  Friendship Village was originally 
constructed in 1978.  Many of the original facilities need to be updated.  They would like 
to improve the common areas, parking, change rooms from semi-private to all-private in 
the care center and update assisted living facilities.  CPD would allow these updates.  
They are also proposing some flats to the north.  There would be four new buildings 
constructed with parking garages on the first floor.  These buildings would be for 
independent senior living.  They also plan to enlarge and enhance the dining room and 
will add a day spa and art gallery.  The garages on the southeast corner will be replaced.  
One wing of the existing apartments will be converted to assisted living.  There will be no 
added curb cuts.  A loop will be added to the existing fire drive. 
 
The trash compactor will be moved to a screened area.  Rosemarie was concerned 
about noise from the trash compactor and suggested they move it closer to Riverside 
Drive.  They plan to put a 6’ wall around it.  Kellie mentioned the possibility of moving it 
closer to Riverside behind the wall.  That wouldn’t be possible as there is a 53 tree 
memorial garden along Riverside.  The architect was willing to move the compactor.  
Kyle asked about limited the hours of operation.  The architect recommended changing 
the pickup time which is the noisiest aspect of operation. 
 
Bob Bellerson, a Friendship Village resident, said he didn’t notice the noise from the 
compactor.  Chris Harden, a Chetwood Place resident, asked what the garages will look 
like.  They will look the same as the north garages (the existing ones).  Chris Harden 
asked about expanded parking.  There will be more parking under buildings and along 
Riverside.  They are asking for a variance for less than is required.  Rosemarie asked 
about employee parking.  Employees will park in lots on the side and should not need to 
park on the street.  Chris Harden said that the staff parks in her cul-de-sac and have 
been for a long time.  She said that she’s contacted Friendship Village about the parking 
issue and nothing has been done.  However, legally anyone can park on a public street.   
The architect said he was adding additional employee parking of 163 new spaces.  John 
asked if the cul-de-sac could get no parking signs but Troy said no.  He did say that 
residents could petition ODOT for sticker parking only.  Ms. Harden said that all the 
homes on her street have just one-car garages so many of them park on the street. 
 
Rosemarie asked for limited hours of operation of the compactor and a condition that 



pickup be only between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm and the compactor only be run between 
8:00 am and 8:00 pm.  Rosemarie asked about Friendship Village's future plans.  FV has 
purchased 7 homes but have no plans to purchase any additional homes.  They currently 
have a 4-year plan with a 10-year gap.  Their 25-year plan doesn't call for any future 
development east of their property.  The 7 properties they bought are all rentals. 
 
Chris was also concerned about the construction workers' parking.  The architect is 
working on enhancing the parking capacity first so the contractors will be able to use it.  
Ms. Harden also asked about egress for construction vehicles.  The architect said 
they've asked for right turn in and out on Riverside Drive.  She also mentioned large 
potholes.  The architect said that part of their contract with the construction company is 
to keep the streets clean.  Repaving of Birchton will be done in 2015.  Chris pointed out 
where her property was located and was concerned about whether FV's future plans 
would affect her property.  Friendship Village may end up selling the homes they 
purchased because they are not planning to expand in that direction. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to approve the variance, seconded by Kyle, and it 
was unanimously passed. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to approve the variance (based on hours of 
compactor pickup and operation), seconded by Julie, and it was unanimously passed. 
 

Old Business 
 

• Regarding the proposed development on Godown Road, NWCA will try to stop city 
council from voting in favor of the development.  There may be a vote on June 1. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm. 
 


