
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

August 5, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Jeri Milstead, Kyle 
Hartman, Ruth Royal, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance.  John 
mentioned that this is a new year for the NWCA which is in its 50th year of service. 
 
There was no motion to approve minutes as formal minutes are not taken for the NWCA Annual 
Meeting. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department  (No report; did not attend) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 We have a new code enforcement officer who is Matt Lewis.  His phone number is 645-
0668 and his email address is RMLewis@columbus.gov.  Andy is his supervisor. 

 Isom emailed State Representative Mike Duffey about the installation of bollards on 
Bethel Road at the 315 S exit.  He also submitted a service request to determine whether 
that section was city or state property. 

 Isom drove by the Abbey Church Apartments in July and determined that conditions had 
improved and looked cleaner.  They still have not had a community meeting.  John said 
that if the residents want a meeting, they could have one but many of the residents do 
not speak English.  The apartment manager wanted a traffic light installed on Sawmill but 
the request was turned down. 

 Isom hasn’t checked into the double taxation situation with Kempton Run Estates.  Kyle 
mentioned an article about land on Sawmill Road that was in Dublin and Perry Twp.  
Isom did mention this to Jim Hughes.  Hughes is aware but hasn’t taken any action. 

 Isom was going to contact public transportation to report that the medians on Bethel 
Road need attention.  Not sure who the right contact would be.  The grass and weeds 
are quite tall. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement 

 John wanted to invite Matt Lewis.  Isom suggested going through Dana. 

 Mark questioned a “car for sale” sign and how long the car could sit there.  Rosemarie 
suggested contacting 311.  The car is in a driveway which is private property so probably 
nothing can be done. 
 

Financial, Insurance & Legal 

 There was no activity for July.  The ending balance was $4,092.73. 
 
John made a motion to approve the financial reports; Kellie seconded the motion. 

 
Membership 

 No new members; Kellie issued her cookie challenge if NWCA gets five new members in 
one month. 



 
Airport 

 The airport received a $10,000,000 grant.  John said improvements will begin being 
made at the airport.  Dean Williams has done a good job brining in money. 

 Don Scott Airport is the third busiest airport in Ohio (Cincinnati’s airport is in KY). 

 The airport’s website is:  http://www.osuairport.org/.  Their master plan is available on the 
website.  The new plans are illustrated in orange on the plans. 

 October 3, 2015 – Open House at the airport.  There will be a 5K race (the Don Scot 
Trott), Young Eagles free plan rides, and exhibit booths. 

 John will be on a panel at the August 12 Metropolitan Club of Columbus luncheon along 
with Dean Williams. 

 John mentioned that GE has been making overtures about research at the airport. 

 A member of the audience asked about the possibility of improving West Case Road.  
John said that the swine farm on the south side of West Case would be contingent to 
improving West Case. 

 
Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways (No report) 
 
Student Trustees 

 Rosemarie reported that Centennial has a new principal this year.  Rosemarie is on the 
school’s Site Council and will be asked to give input on what improvements need to be 
made at Centennial. 

 Rosemarie mentioned that this year we should have more dedicated student trustees as 
last year’s were absent frequently and communication was poor. 

 
Website 

 John mentioned that he has been keeping the website up-to-date and you can email 
him through the website. 

 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

1. 2074 Crown Plaza Drive (Crown Point Shopping Center) 
Graphics Variance for 3 (originally 4) Tenant Panels Below Existing Sign 
 
Stanley Young presented the case for installing three tenant panels below the existing 
free-standing Kroger sign at Crown Point Shopping Center.   The underlying parcel is 
16.238 acres; tenants are Kroger and 17 others.  The current sign was installed in 1996 
and is 163.29 square feet in size.  It is 3.29 square feet larger than the allowable area of 
160 square feet according to the overlay.  The three added panels would increase the 
square footage to approximately 244 square feet.  The owner, Brixmor, believes people 
driving by cannot see what tenants are in the shopping center because of how far back 
from the road they sit.  
  
Kyle was concerned that Planet Fitness would put out yard signs.  There was discussion 
on Brixmor and using existing space and the current sign as well as precedent.  The 
current sign is in good condition so they didn’t want to replace it.  Each request for a new 
sign should be weighed separately.  Discussion on the large size of the lot and the 
distance the center is from Bethel Road.  The currently overlay was created in 2007 and 
was approved and codified by the community.  Rosemarie said that this request should 
be rejected because it is against the overlay.  Mr. Young said that they would go to the 
graphics commission on August 18. 
 
A motion was made by Rosemarie to reject the variance, seconded by Mark, and it was 
unanimously rejected. 

http://www.osuairport.org/


 
 

Old Business 

 Candidates night is scheduled for September 16, 2015 at Centennial High School. 

 Kellie wanted to thank Ruth for the food and John for the speakers at the annual 
meeting in June. 

 Vanity – Rosemarie reported that the city attorney will take Vanity to the Environmental 
Court. 

 Benchmark Apartments on Henderson – Rosemarie turned them into code enforcement 
and they have to have their signs fixed by the end of August. 

 Taylor House – has two large signs.  The permit was wrong but will be corrected. 
 

New Business 

 A person in the audience who lives near the intersection of Godown and Slade and 
works in the City Engineer’s Office mentioned that there has been a lot split at Godown 
and Slade.  He was concerned about future development. 

 Phase 2 calls for additional sidewalks to be installed in the area.  Rosemarie said that no 
date has been set for Phase 2 to begin. 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 pm. 
 


