
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

September 2, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Greg 
Marietti, Ruth Royal, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:01 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve the revised minutes was made by John and seconded by Kyle.  
Motion passed. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department   

 Reps from the fire department reported that Kevin O’Connor was appointed as the new 
Fire Chief. 

 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 Isom reported that the ballards on Bethel Road at the 315 south exit are under ODOT’s 
control.  Dick Gross was the person Isom spoke with and he said he would look into it and 
get back to Isom. 

 Isom hadn’t seen the conditions in the Abbey Church area lately.  Rosemarie commented 
that the area looked horrible. 

 The medians along Bethel and Sawmill have been mowed/trimmed. 

 Public Services called Isom with negative reaction to Sawmill and Abbey Church – request 
for removal of left turn lane. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement 

 Bill Sperlazza (Zone 1 attorney) and Matt Lewis (Code Enforcement) were in attendance 
and spoke about the process in code enforcement. 

 Code officers go out into the field and look for code violations.  They will give orders to 
correct with a deadline to correct.  Unresolved violations will include attorneys and a 
prosecutor’s warning letter will be sent.  A city attorney and code officer will decide whether 
to file a lawsuit – either civil or criminal.  They try to come to a resolution before they get to 
the last stage which is going to court. 

 Time horizons:  high grass (several days); zoning (20 days); housing (30 days) 

 If a deadline is not met, a letter will be sent out with a 15 day deadline. 

 Spoke about the Franklin County Environmental Judge Hawkins and said he was going a 
good job. 

 Mentioned 3 deadlines:  pretrial (2-4 weeks from time of filing); final pretrial (60 days); 
Injunction (60 days).  The can schedule additional pretrial conferences to keep violators 
from going to court.  Violators can bring contractors with them to show that they are moving 
forwarding to correct the violations. 

 The entire process can take up to 6 months before getting an injunction. 

 The system and the court are run well and they obtain good results and are constantly 
improving. 



 Taylor House:  the problem has been resolved.  They had 2 large signs that were supposed 
to be removed.  A clerical error caused the delay.  The signs have been removed. 

 Benchmark Apartments:  a retaining wall has been put up around the signs and code 
enforcement will work with them about the plantings. 

 Vanity:  They resurfaced the parking lot.  They got rid of the big sign truck but the smaller 
truck was still there.  We can send dated photos to code enforcement so they can respond 
to the violation but the photos cannot be used as evidence.  The trucks are supposed to 
be parked in the back. 

 Code enforcement is working some non-standard hours in order to catch certain violations. 

 Scores:  same type of business as Solid Gold 

 Code enforcement doesn’t need a 311 complaint in order to stop.  If they are looking at 
one violation and see another violation, they will check into the second violation. 

 Graphic “junk” along the major corridors is out of control. 

 John mentioned a recent rape in a car on Tuller Road.  Bill said it would be a felony crime 
and would be under the CPD jurisdiction. 

 Bill is working on legislation to require hotels to have a permit in order to control illegal 
activities such as prostitution, drugs, violence.  The 3 pillars of a nuisance are:  felony 
drugs, liquor violations, and prostitution.  He is working with Bill Leland and Jim Hughes 
on legislation to add “acts of violence” under the definition of nuisance. 

 Kyle asked if there were any other major issues in the area and Bill said no.  “If you see 
drugs, prostitution, and illegal alcohol, think of bill.” 

 Rosemarie commented that the graphics commission is made up of people who work for 
sign companies.  She asked Matt how we can change the makeup of the commission.  
Matt said that you’d have to start at the top.  Rosemarie said that no matter what she says 
about the overlay, they always vote “yes” which makes the NWCA seem insignificant.  
Overlays are codified.  Rosemarie said the commission called her a whacko because of 
Benchmark.  The zoning commission said their signs were better than what was there 
before. 

 John met with approximately 8 other area commissioners and discussed the problem with 
the graphics commission always approving applications.  They discussed what the 
makeup of the commission should be. 

 John thanked Bill and Matt for attending.  Matt stated that he had recently written about 
120 orders. 
 

Financial, Insurance & Legal 
 
No reports except NWCA received a $225 refund on insurance. 
 

Membership 

 One new member.  The vote was unanimous to accept the new member. 

 Kellie suggested sending out cards or contacting neighbors in order to gain new 
memberships.  There was discussion on how to remind members when they need to renew 
their memberships.  John said he could send out reminder letters. 

 
Airport 

 October 3, 2015 – Open House at the airport.  There will be a 5K race (the Don Scott Trot), 
Young Eagles, free plane rides, and exhibit booths.  The NWCA will ask for a booth and 
several NWCA trustees volunteered to staff the booth. 

 
  



Parks, Recreation, and Bikeways (No report) 
 
Student Trustees 

 Rosemarie and Julie will interview candidates this month. 
 
Website 

 No report. 
 
Old Business 
        None 
 
New Business 

 Candidates’ night will be on September 16th at Centennial High School.  Discussion on 
bringing water and cookies. 

 John suggested the NWCA have a celebration of its 50th year which should be separate 
as opposed to having it at the airport’s open house. 

 Connect Columbus is having workshops between September 14 and September 17 in the 
Columbus Training Facility at 1881 E. 25th Avenue.  Citizens are encouraged to share their 
thoughts with planning experts. 

 Regarding the planning services agreement, Rosemarie suggested reps attend our 
meeting to describe the NW plan.  She thinks the plan is too broad. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 


