
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

October 7, 2015 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Greg 
Marietti, Ruth Royal, Mark Krietemeyer, Jeri Milstead, Julie Schlosser 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
There was a motion to approve the revised minutes was made by Rosemarie.  Motion passed. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department  (No report; did not attend) 
 
Guest Presentations 
 
1. Dr. Delaney Smith did a presentation in favor of the ADAMH renewal levy (Issue 14).  It 
would cost a homeowner approximately $67 per $100,000 of home valuation.  ADAMH touches 
nearly 100,000 Franklin County residents each year; 71% of their support comes from the levy 
money.  About 92% of revenue goes to 33 Franklin County providers.  $1.8M is invested in certain 
zip codes.  The Worthington, Upper Arlington, and Dublin school districts got prevention and 
treatment services.  ADAMH does job training, job services, family support, and community 
support.  One in four persons will experience mental illness.  Everyone is touched by mental illness 
and addiction. 
 
An audience member asked about the length of the levy.  The renewal is for five years; the 
previous levy was for ten years. 
 
Because of Medicaid expansion, ADAMH pays less for some things but expansion has helped.  
Behavior health integration – one mental health center (SE) is qualified for this treatment. 
 
Kyle asked about area neuroscience hospitals in Columbus and whether they worked with them.  
Dr. Smith answered that they work with several OSU hospitals including ER and the calm unit. 
 
Jeri asked what percent went toward adolescents and adults.  Dr. Smith answered that 25-30% 
goes to children and the remainder to adults.  Also noted that they work closely with schools and 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 
 
2. Jackie Yeoman, Senior Planner and Mark Travalis with the Planning Division of the 
Columbus Department of Development spoke about the new Northwest Plan.  The last plan was 
completed in 2007 and it wasn’t very good.  Rosemarie thought they should update their plan.  
She noted several items: 
 
  
 Consistency hasn’t been apparent. 
 The land use plan needs to have guidelines. 
 Doesn’t address code issues 
 The plan is a long-term tool and only one piece of the puzzle. 
 
 They have four new staff members and each of them have been working on it. 



 
 Jackie presented an update on the plan and handed out packets to the trustees.  She mentioned 

that Christine Leed was the previous project manager but transferred to another department.  The 
former plan didn’t include land use plans or urban design guidelines.  They want to give the NWCA 
and the Far North Coalition the ability to discuss and comment on what is happening.  They 
interviewed 13 community stakeholders and had a workshop at the NW Library.  There was a 
public workshop last May at Centennial High School and offered an online survey. 
 
Jackie presented an overview of the results of those meetings.  The NW area is a great location 
with lots of retail but there is too much retail according to the stakeholders.  The Planning Division 
wants to continue to meet with stakeholders and would like to talk to more area small business 
owners. 
 
Green space is a big concern.  They would try to collaborate with Parks & Rec but they must have 
the funds to implement into the plan.  The Planning Division is trying to get a good mix and are 
open to suggestions, especially from commercial businesses. 
 
Jeri asked if there was a link for gathering input from other business owners. 
 
Jackie said that the workshop they had raised questions about the quality of the environment, the 
share of capital dollars the NW area receives, and green space. 
 
Site reuse should be compatible with the NW Plan.  In the public workshop, 9 areas are highlighted 
with potential for redevelopment.  Would participants support or not support and were there 
comments.  The results showed there was more support for than against for certain development. 
 
Jeri thought that balanced support is misleading.  As many said “no” as said “yes.”  
 
Only 45 people completed the survey.  Areas 4, 6, & 7 were well supported.  – CMU, Community 
Mixed Use 
 
Areas 4, 6 and 7 were well supported.  They are CMU, Community Mixed use.  There was some 
concern about traffic in the Sawmill and 161 area.  Area 8 was well supported (Kenny Road south 
of Bethel).  Recommended CMU but with less commercial.    
 
 lower residential density 
 need for sidewalks and bike paths 
 
The balanced support areas were 2 (recommend low-density residential with some saying to 
maintain as open/park space; 3 - Hills Market (recommend keeping office commercial CMW). 
There were some concerns about traffic and it is in a flood plain.  Also balanced support in area 5 
- Riverside Drive in Perry Twp.  Not recommended that it be annexed or developed.  Area 9 - 
Olentangy and Henderson (the 20 acre lot - recommend office, multi-family, or preserve as open 
space. 
 
The most negatives were for area 1 (lower density or park recommended). 
 
A working group will be meeting at the Hard Road Library on December 8 from 7:00-8:30 pm.  A 
second public workshop will be scheduled in mid- to late January.  They want to engage the 
northwest groups and rep and may invite a stakeholder.  Hoping NWCA and FNC will attend.  The 
working group will not be advertised to the public.  It is intended to be a small group exercise. 
 



The Planning Services Agreement was presented earlier this year.  It outlines roles and 
responsibilities of parties involved in the planning process and the scope of the plan.  The plan 
doesn't address code enforcement, safety, or traffic. 
 
The NW plan may include some general recommendations on open space unless Parks & Rec 
plan to acquire the space.  The new NW Plan will replace all previous plans, but it won't replace 
the overlay which is a zoning plan.  Their recommendations are used when applicants request 
rezoning. 
 
John mentioned the three new student trustees and gave a short overview of the three 
departments:  planning, zoning, transportation.  Also mentioned zoning in some areas is more 
than 40 years old and is antiquated.  The three departments are not linked.  John also spoke about 
the south side of 161 and the fact that 5 different entities own land along that corridor.  John asked 
how the planning department can help with dilemma situations NWCA finds itself in.  The response 
was that they won't talk about roads but can make land use recommendations.  They won't support 
commercial development in areas that are historically institutional. 
 
Rosemarie brought up a traffic impact study.  Dan from zoning figures out the impact on just the 
one area but not what is around it.  Jeri asked if they made policy or could just recommend.  
Planning replied that they work with city council to work with neighborhoods to make land use 
recommendations.  City services, NWCA, and the Planning Division can only make 
recommendations to city council but city council has the power to do as they wish. 
 
John made a motion to adopt the Planning Services Agreement and Rosemarie seconded.  The 
motion unanimously passed. 
 
Kyle commented that golf courses shouldn't be treated the same as green space.  Mentioned the 
Dublin Plan (Riverside & 161).  The minimum density has been raised.  We should have the 
opportunity to have more control over density and we should be able to have some large lots. 
 

Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 Some tagging incidents along Bethel near Godown have been reported to Code 
Enforcement.  The city has one contractor to remedy the taggings whose term ends this 
year.  Let Isom know if you know of any recently tagged property.  There may be a gap 
once the current contractor is gone.  Rosemarie asked about stop signs and telephone 
boxes. 

 Kellie saw some tagging on Dierker between the veterinarian's office and the apartments.  
Isom said to call him and he'll contact Matt Lewis.  Or she could call 311 if you have an 
exact location of the tagging. 

 Matt Lewis has been working on getting compliance from Abbey Church. 

 Isom was fairly certain the ballasts would be going in on Bethel. 

 There is a candidate's night at King Avenue UMC at 7:00 pm. 

 Rosemarie mentioned Matt Lewis and Bill are working to file court papers against Vanity. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
John waived the committee reports due to time constraints. 
 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

1. 6181 Sawmill Road (Meijer Outlot) 
Graphics Variance for graphic plan for new strip shopping center 
 



Northstar Realty is the applicant.  The site is 1.4 acres and is programmed for two to four 
tenants.  A similar project they did is at Olentangy River Road and Third Avenue.  The 
current buildings have wall graphics and a freestanding sign.  Each tenant is allowed 80 
SF on the facade facing Sawmill.  The text can't be higher than 2.5'.  They also want 80 
SF on the rear of the building.  All the units will have rear access.  The proposed 
improvement will have all-brick facades and good quality landscaping. 
 
Rosemarie said that this request would be against the overlay. 
 
A monument sign would be perpendicular to Sawmill Road.  Mark expressed his dislike 
for a monument sign in the front.  Thought the signage on the building would be sufficient.  
However, code allows a separate sign.  The presenter (name not provided) said that an 8' 
x 6' sign was better than an 8' x 5' sign.  The sign company would be Bruce Sommerfield. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion for approval of facade signs facing Sawmill and the monument 
sign seconded by Mark.  The motion failed: 7 - no and 1 - yes.  A second motion was made 
by Rosemarie to approve end caps (rear signs) seconded by Jeri.  The motion failed:  6 - 
no and 2 - yes. 

 
Old Business 

 Very few attended the candidate’s night. 

 The airport open house was fun.  They had a Blackhawk helicopter. 
 

New Business 

 None 
 

 John moved to adjourn at 8:55 pm and called for Executive Session. 
 
 


