
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2016 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Ruth Royal, Greg Marietti, 
Julie Schlosser, Jocelyn Robertson, Megan DeVol, and Hannah Gilliam 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A motion to approve the December minutes was made by Rosemarie and seconded by Kellie.  
The motion passed. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department (Three members attended but did not have a report) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 “No Littering” signs are now available through the city.  They may be placed at gateway 
streets or main thoroughfares and can be obtained through the city’s 311 system or calling 
645-3111. 

 The Ohio Alliance for Arts Education’s Franklin County Neighborhood Arts program is 
awarding grants for up to $2,000 to help community organizations in Franklin County 
improve the quality and increase participation in arts projects.  The next application 
deadline is February 29.  The guidelines are available at www.oaae.net. 

 Regarding the speed limit on West Case Road, Isom received a response from the Traffic 
Studies Engineer that they would evaluate the location and collect speed and volume data.  
This should take about 90 days before they can make a determination. 

 Regarding sidewalks on West Case Road, Isom received a response from the Sidewalk 
Engineering and Bikeway Management that they have a plan to have a sidewalk project 
in 2016 which would be funded by developer fees and would address several small gaps 
in sidewalks citywide.  West Case will be reviewed for that project along with other 
locations. 

 New City Councilman Michael Stinziano is having community hours on Saturday, January 
16 at the Crimson Coffee Shop at 4541 N. High Street from 10:00 am to 11:30 am.  
Rosemarie asked about trying to get him to visit the northwest.  Isom said she could 
contact Stinziano through the council’s website. 

 
Guest Speaker:  Maria Schaper, Associate Planner at MORPC regarding its 2016 Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan and Active Transportation Plan 
 
They have a draft of roadway projects.  Considerations include policy, planning, energy and 
transportation.  Maria would give an overview of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  
Comments/feedback will be accepted up to February 15, 2016.  The plan includes improvements 
for the next 20 years. 
 

 Central Ohio is the fastest growing area in Ohio. 

 In order to get federal funding, a project must be in the MORPC plan. 

 They have established objectives toward reaching goals. 



 Their region includes:   Franklin, Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Hocking, Knox, Licking, Logan, 
Madison, Marion, Morrow, Perry, Pickaway, Ross and Union Counties. 
 

Maria showed a timeline for development.  The public can submit comments on their website:  
morpc.org/mtp2040.  Goals were presented.  Active Transportation (web-based).  There are 12 
corridors with 2 main tools- story map and cost estimator. 
 
They coordinate with COTA’s NextGEN and Connect Columbus.  Maria showed a map of 
Candidate and Draft projects. 
  

 There are approximately 1,000 projects. 

 Roadway projects have been evaluated. 

 They are still working on transit and bike. 

 They will release a draft list at an open house on March 15 at 111 W. Liberty Street. 

 The plan should be adopted in May of 2016. 

 Evaluation criteria are available on the website (6 goals). 
 

John asked if 161 would ever be fixed.  Maria said there is some hope.  Many partners are 
involved.  ODOT is working on an RFP; they need to build consensus and find funding.  John 
commented that there isn’t any consensus.  Maria said that the partners were speaking.  
Rosemarie mentioned that we’ve waited 20 years for 161 to be fixed and said she didn’t think 
funding would ever be obtained.  Maria said the project partners are working on this and recognize 
a need to do something. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Finance & Legal 
 
Mark distributed financial reports for October – December, 2015.  Mark made a motion to approve 
the reports and Rosemarie seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Rosemarie mentioned that there was lots of trash along Sawmill and Abbey Church. 
 
Membership 
John mentioned that it is only $15 a year and asked the audience to consider joining.  Someone 
in attendance expressed interest in becoming a trustee.  John mentioned the Mildred Henderson 
award and that it is given out at the annual meeting.  He asked people to consider making a 
nomination.  The annual meeting is typically in April but last year’s was in June.  John wants to 
discuss whether to have the annual meeting in April or June during February’s meeting. 
 
Student Trustees 
The student trustees mentioned that they are currently rehearsing for the spring play:  “All Shook 
Up.” 
 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

1. Carriage Place Shopping Center, 2698 Bethel Road (Charlie Frost w-Casto presented) 
Request for Zoning Change 
 
The purpose of the change is to amend the development text to bring the parking 
language into compliance with the revised parking code.  There is no new use or 
construction currently planned.  The remainder of the development text is unchanged. 



Previously they reallocated square footage in various areas.  It was an antiquated way of 
calculating the number of parking spaces.  The parking requirements change every time 
there’s a new tenant.  Revising the code will allow consistency. 
 
They did a parking study in the past and had a cap on the amount of restaurant space.  
They are currently 700 spaces over parked for the space.  They have had to turn down 
restaurants as tenants because there weren’t enough parking spaces.  Stated that they 
weren’t changing anything but they want the shopping center to be able to accommodate 
restaurants. 
 
Rosemarie asked if the footprint would be changed.  Charlie didn’t think that would make 
sense but said it would be possible to add on to the back of a building.  He said that 
retailers want space instantly and don’t want to wait.  They are trying to keep their centers 
alive.  Rosemarie had a problem with changing the footprint and said some of the 
landscaping was not suitable.  Charlie said that the Ash trees died and that they’ve sold 
most of the outlets at Carriage Place.  McDonald’s, Wendy’s, Burger King, and Tire 
Discounters own their own properties and Casto has no connection with them.  
Rosemarie said that Casto should enforce landscaping standards but Casto had sold the 
outlets to out-of-state investors.  Charlie said the city could send them zoning violation 
letters.  Rosemarie said that CPD requires landscaping that should be put in and 
maintained.  Again, Charlie said the city should send letters.  These outlets were sold 2-
3 years ago. 
 
Mark asked about the wording regarding the parking spaces.  Charlie said there would 
be a minimum of 937 and 1,485 maximum.  They want a variance to have 1,684 
maximum.  Charlie said that they aren’t making any changes at this time. 
 
Megan asked if they had more building square footage, would they have more parking 
spaces.  Charlie said that expanding buildings would likely take place in the back.  The 
worst case scenario is they would have several hundred surplus spaces.  Rosemarie 
again stated that she didn’t want the footprint changed. 
 
Mark asked about the prospective restaurant.  Charlie said it wouldn’t be a new build but 
would occupy 2 existing spaces. 
 
Elaine Gross said there isn’t enough handicap parking at Wal-Mart as well as the movie 
theater. 
 
Charlie said he would consult with zoning and the property manager about proper 
screening. 
 
John Dubler(spelling ?) asked about Pickford and Bethel.  He said AEP removed many 
trees and may have started clearing landscaping at Carriage Place. Tenants are not 
motived to screen their property because it isn’t as visible from Bethel Road. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the change, seconded by Mark.  The motion 
passed by a vote of 8 to 1. 

 
Old Business 

 On January 25 or 26 there is another Northwest Plan Open House 

 Kendall Park Apartments sign:  Will go before the Graphics Commission on January 19. 
 

  



New Business 

 John received a letter from a girl who is a student in Kentucky but grew up in Columbus.  
Was accepted into a Chinese language program and was asking NWCA for help in 
funding.  The trustees decided to pass on the request. 

 Megan asked about the trees that had been cleared on Slade.  Word is apartments are 
planned behind Coaches.  No application has been filed yet. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.   
 

 
 

The next meeting is Wednesday, February 3, 2016. 


