
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

February 3, 2016 
 
 

Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Ruth Royal, Kyle 
Hartman, Julie Schlosser, Jocelyn Robertson, and Hannah Gilliam 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:06 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
John mentioned his appreciation of having the student trustees. 
 
A motion to approve the January minutes was made by John and seconded by Kellie.  The 
motion passed. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department (Members attended but did not have a report and had no upcoming events) 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 Chris Presutti will conduct a training on the subject of zoning for Area Commissioners 
and Civic Associations on Saturday, March 19 from 9:30-11:30 am in the hearing room 
at 757 Carolyn Avenue. 

 Kyle mentioned the Best Massage business on Bethel Road.  The issue is about flashing 
lights that are on 24/7 and signage put out every day during business hours.  Isom had 
an update from February 1 that Code Supervisor Andy Baumann reviewed a packet of 
information that was sent to the City Attorney’s office.  They will decide whether to file a 
civil or criminal case or issue a prosecutor’s letter. 

 The service request for a possible speed reduction and sidewalks and striping along 
West Case Road should be resolved by mid-March.  Some of that road is under the 
county’s jurisdiction according to the Franklin County Engineer’s Office. 

 There is much trash and debris at 1064 Bethel Road. This was inspected by Code 
Enforcement but no orders were issued. 

 There will be a State of the Community event to discuss issues and try and find solutions 
by developing a plan of action.  The event is planned for Monday, February 8 from 6:15 
to 8:00 pm at the Driving Park Branch library at 1422 E. Livingston Avenue.  Groups 
represented at the meeting include Columbus Police, city and state officials, Columbus 
City Schools, justice and law officials, church pastors, area commissions and civic 
associations. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Finance & Legal (Mark) 
 
Mark reported no January activity.  The ending balance for January is $4,217.55. 
 
Mark made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Rosemarie seconded it. 
 
  



Code Enforcement (Kyle) 
No report but there has been a problem with ice build-up on Bethel Road.  Kyle promoted the 
city’s 311 system. 
 
Membership (Kellie) 
NWCA has received a resume from Nick Cipiti, who would like to become a Trustee.  In March, 
the board will go into executive session to vote on his acceptance. 
 
Hospitality (Ruth) 
Someone asked whether the NWCA has any social events.  Ruth mentioned the annual 
meeting. 
 
OSU Airport 
The airport has asked for help on April 23 and August 27 to clean up trash.  The April date is just 
before Safecon and the late August date is prior to the start of the OSU football season. 
 
Parks and Rec (Mark) 
John mentioned the lack of green space in our area.  He read an email from Tina Melon with 
Planning.  They may partner with OSU’s airport to provide some green space. 
 
Mark mentioned that Kick Butt Columbus was coming up in March and NWCA picks up trash 
around the Bethel Road/315 freeway ramp area. 
 
Student Trustees 
The student trustees mentioned that the spring play, “All Shook Up” would be March 3-6 with 
dinner prior to Saturday’s performance.  Because of final dress rehearsal, the students will not 
be in attendance at March’s NWCA meeting. 
 
On February 11 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm, Centennial is hosting a Community Resource Fair in order 
to promote area job opportunities.  Some area churches will be represented and volunteer 
opportunities will be presented. 
 
Graphics and Zoning 
  

1. Home Depot, 5858 Sawmill Road 
Request for Variance to Revise CPD Zoning to Allow Penske Truck Rental and 
Commercial Retail 
 
Paul Phillips presented Home Depot’s case for requesting the variance.  The purpose of 
the rezoning is to allow for seasonal products and the Penske truck rentals in the 
parking lot.  Currently, these uses are against code and they want to comply with code.  
The variance is for: 

 Mulch drive-thru 
 Expanded garden sales 
 Penske truck rental 
 Pallets of mulch & outdoor items in the rear of the store 

(temporary storage) 
 

They want the zoning to match what they’re already doing.  The store manager wants to 
be in compliance.  They have received one violation notice so far. 
 
Kellie asked about the size of the Penske area.  Paul said it is 30’ wide by 90’ long with 
46 spaces.  Kellie asked if there would be a cap on the number of trucks.  Paul said they 



will be held to zoning’s allowable space between two traffic islands.  They didn’t list the 
maximum number of trucks in the zoning language.  They would abide by whatever the 
city decides.  The range in number would be 10-23 trucks.  This location does the most 
rentals of all the Home Depots in Columbus. 
 
Rosemarie asked about trucks with trailers.  Paul mentioned that he hadn’t seen any 
with trailers.  Rosemarie said they would take up two spaces.  Rosemarie asked if the 
truck area could be moved closer to the garden center.  Mark mentioned that the 
parking of the trucks seemed to be disorganized.  Paul said they typically mark the area 
with striping.  Rosemarie asked that striping be included in the text and Paul said he’d 
ask if they could move the truck area closer to the garden center. 
 
Joe Marineli stated that he didn’t have a problem with the plan. 
 
Mark Watkins asked if Home Depot wanted to move the area again, would they have to 
go through the approval process again.  Paul said yes. 
 
Mary Jo was concerned about trucks causing blind spots back by the garden center and 
thought a better location would be closer to the gas station. 
 
Deb Miller said they would be blocking doors if it moves closer to the garden center.  
She thought it should be closer to the gas station. 
 
After discussion about the best location, Paul said it would most likely be moved to the 
north part of the lot. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the change with three conditions:  the trucks be 
moved north, striping would be included, and the maximum number of trucks that could 
be there at any time would be 20.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Special Presentation:  Braxton on Bethel   (John mentioned that no vote would be taken on 
this plan) 
 
Joe Thomas was the presenter, representing Don Kenney’s Metro Development LLC a/k/a 
Village Communities.  This company developed the Premier Athletic Club and Cross Country 
Inns. 
 
This will be a multi-family residential hotel.  Rosemarie invited him to come to the NWCA 
meeting as a courtesy.  The site being developed consists of one, four acre parcel plus one 
additional parcel.  The current zoning allows a residential hotel with a minimum stay of 30 days.  
Residents must have a long-term agreement.  They plan to cater to people in the area on long-
term work assignments or people who are not sure where they want to move. 
 
The suites will be furnished with valet and cleaning services.  There will be 114 suites in the 
three-story building with a central exercise facility and swimming pool.  The Goodyear store and 
billboard will stay.  They plan on planting street trees along Slade.  The parking area will be to 
the west with the entrance in back of the shopping center.  There will be only two ingress and 
egress spots.  Garages will back up against the shopping center. 
 
Rosemarie asked if wetlands be in the retention area.  Joe said that their environmental scientist 
said they removed the vegetation and swale.  The city has a storm water management policy.  It 
was a drainage easement granted by Columbus. 
 



Julie commented about the heavy traffic in that area.  Joe said there would be improvements 
made at Godown and Slade. 
 
Daryl Parks who lives on Slade waited five minutes to turn south on Godown from the east side 
of Slade recently. 
 
Jeannie Ashby likes the placement of the trees.  She was concerned about the use being 
extended stay hotel and sex offenders staying there because sex offenders don’t have to 
register when they stay in a hotel.  Joe said that they will run background and credit checks on 
any tenant 18 years of age or older and that they wouldn’t rent to criminals.  Jeannie was also 
concerned about dumpster emptying.  Joe said they will have a trash compactor and will empty 
it twice a month.  They would also have odor control.  Jeannie asked if some multi-cultural 
families would try and cram many people into one unit.  Joe said only two persons per bedroom 
would be allowed. 
 
Joe Marinelli, who owns a condo by the middle entrance, asked if there would be signage and 
where would the parking area be.  Joe said that they will have a monument sign that would 
abide by Columbus’ code that would have up lighting.  The parking would be behind the hotel. 
 
Norman Wilson asked about the target demographic.  Joe said it would be people with money.  
Some of the units are $2,300 per month.  They would use the internet to advertise.  Sometimes 
consultants stay in such places for short-term work assignments. 
 
Rosemarie had a request.  She wants them to commit to no signs around the development.  Joe 
said that they would stay within the code. 
 
Tom Coleman asked about the storm drain.  Joe said everything goes into underwater pipes.  
They would have dry basins and no ponds. 
 
Jenna Morgan with Gables PTA was concerned about people coming into the neighborhood 
such as transients.  She wants to make sure Gables’ students are safe.  Joe said that he’d be 
available if there were any problems with guests. 
 
Trisha asked about the proper term for the hotel and Joe said it was a “residential hotel.” 
 
Ruth asked if they would allow any Section 8 and Joe said no. 
 
Mary Joe asked about the size of the units.  Joe said they range from 700SF to 1,100SF.  There 
will be one- and two-bedroom units; 22 units per acre.  Rent is $900 and up. 
 
Scott Voekel asked who they screened.  Joe said anyone over 18 would be on the application 
and would be screened. 
 
Carleen lives across the street.  Wanted to know if they would sublet.  – No.  She saw a study 
about places like this not checking on sexual predators.  She had concerns about the traffic and 
the added strain on the electric supply in the area. 
 
Discussion on traffic problems – 
 
John said neighbors should use the 311 system to express their concerns.  Said neighbors 
could circulate a petition complaining about traffic. 
 



Julie mentioned the problem with parents enrolling their children in the area schools for short 
periods of time and how this would be disruptive to teachers and classrooms.  Joe said that their 
businesses give lots of money to schools (taxes). 
 
John asked about any landscape plan.  Joe said they would be in compliance with the city’s 
requirements.  The exteriors would be stone, brick, and vinyl shake. 
 
Mark Watkins asked about sidewalks. 
 
Jim Griffith asked if the hotel staff would be available to collect trash.  He was worried trash 
would be left outside from guests.  Joe said the concierge would pick up any trash during regular 
working hours. 
 
Someone asked if they would be installing any rain gardens.  Joe said no. 
 
Bob asked if the extended stay was going in to protect the zoning.  Joe said the current zoning is 
C-4 which allows for extended stay.  The developer pays more for sites with this zoning because 
of no restrictions.  Bob asked how long they would own the property.  Joe said there are no 
guarantees and they will eventually sell off parts to investors.  The billboard will remain as it is 
on an easement. 
 
A woman (no name) asked if anyone from the developer had spoken with the North Hampton 
residents.  Joe said he hadn’t and didn’t have to because no zoning change is needed. 
 
Old Business 

 Discussion on having the annual meeting in June instead of April.  John made a motion 
to move the meeting to June.  Kellie seconded and the motion passed. 
 

New Business 

 Centennial will host a Community Fair on February 11 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm.  Area 
employers, churches, and NWCA will be represented. 

 Discussion on density and the Northwest Plan.  John suggested writing letters to the 
mayor. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 pm.   
 

 
 

The next meeting is Wednesday, March 2, 2016. 


