
Northwest Civic Association  
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
March 2, 2016 
 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Greg 
Marietti, Ruth Royal, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
John announced it would be a short meeting.  Councilman Michael Stinziano was in attendance 
as featured speaker. 
 
There was a motion to approve the February minutes by John and seconded by Mark.  Motion 
passed. 
 
There was a motion to approve the February financial report and an amended January report by 
Mark; Rosemarie seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department 
Station 11 will be leading a training session for other stations.  Mark asked about a test burn on 
W. Case Road but nothing had been scheduled yet. 
 
Guest Presentation - Councilman Michael Stinziano 
 
He is Chairman of the public service, technology, and judiciary committees. 
 
Was born and rised in Columbus.  Went to University of Richmond, home of the Spiders. 
 
Worked for the board of elections; resigned and ran for state legislature.   Served in the Ohio 
General Assembly. 
 
When Mayor Coleman announced he wouldn't seek reelection, he decided to run for city council. 
 
He holds community hours at area libraries; introduced Gretchen James from the Office of 
Community Engagement. 
 
Questions -- 
 
Julie mentioned that other neighborhoods in Columbus have "welcome to" signs but the 
northwest doesn't have any.  Where are they? 
 
Mark mentioned a waterline break issue on Bethel Road.  It has been getting worse over the last 
few years. 
**Kyle and Isom have been working on this problem.  There is another water leak in front of 
Centennial that affects their school buses.  An audience member mentioned that this was a 
waste of water. 
 
Kyle asked Councilman Stinziano (MS) where he lived. 
**He lives in Clintonville. 



 
Jean  Wentzel asked about the community hours. 
**MS said that they are listed on the website or you could sign up to receive city council 
newsletters.  The next one is on Saturday at the Livingston Ave. branch of the library.  There will 
be one on March 9 at Cup a Joe's in Clintonville. 
 
Mary Joe commented on bad-tasting water, especially in wintertime. 
**MS said that there was a hearing recently; they are working on getting ahead of the problem. 
 
Cheryl Grossman said that sewer and storm were combined.  She asked if they had been 
separated. 
**MS said that Project blueprint will remedy this problem but it is a 20-year project.  Clintonville 
would be the first area in the project. 
 
Carla Edvelson commented that MS could push the runoff problem (farm) issue harder. 
**MS said they aren't getting the traction they need and that the city could do a better job 
meeting with residents along the watershed.  Some residents don't know what the rules are. 
 
Phyllis Jacobson asked about the algae bloom problem and what was the cause. 
**MS answered it is more of a taste issue than safety issue.  Microbeads in the water pose a 
problem. 
 
John brought up the problem in the Meadowpark Church parking lot where the private owner 
had an overflow problem and water was running into the church's parking lot.  Private entities 
should keep their drains clean (this was caused by tree roots) but the owner wasn't cooperative. 
 
John asked about the rights of one person versus another. 
**MS said the city attorney monitors such. 
 
Mary Joe brought up the fact that private owners are not doing what they should and we 
shouldn't have to sue constantly.  She said the city often responds, "not my problem." 
**MS said they will try and look at things differently under this administration.  He stressed that 
the public should engage with city council. 
 
Roy Lensil asked about zoning, planning, and infrastructure.  All the apartments being built in 
the area but nothing being done about roads. 
**MS responded saying council is committed to working on this -- updating code and going to 
zoning commission meetings. 
 
John asked the audience about which council member they'd like to hear from next. 
**MS said they should be having more community meetings. 
 
Rosemarie said we needed to hear from someone from transportation and sidewalks.  Also 
mentioned getting sidewalks on Reed. 
**MS said it shouldn't take years to get sidewalks. 
 
Cheryl Grossman mentioned the ramps that go to nowhere. 
 
Mark mentioned zoning's rubber stamp. 
**MS said it is best to engage with the city early. 
 
John said we vote on graphics and zoning.  Said the next step would be to sue but we wouldn't 
do that.  Only twice in 10 years has the graphics commission sided with NWCA.  He said the 
graphics commission should have to go before council for approval.  Mayor Coleman had 



appointed sign people to the commission.  Despite the overlay being codified, the commission 
allows things because of competitive disadvantages. 
 
Kellie talked about the current insiders who vote on their own self-interest which is a conflict of 
interest. 
**MS thanked everyone and will leave business cards.  His phone number is 614-645-8084 
(office) and 614-219-9224 (cell). 
 

Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr. 

 There will be a zoning training for Area Commissioners and civic groups on Saturday, 
March 19 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am in the hearing room at 575 Carolyn Avenue. 

 The street resurfacing schedule should be available by the end of March or early April, 
after they approve the capital fund budget. 

 The next State of the Community event will be Monday, March 7 from 6:15 pm to 8:00 
pm at the Driving Park Branch library at 1422 E. Livingston Avenue.  These events are 
for discussion of current issues, finding and creating solutions, and developing plans of 
action.  Policy, city and state officials, Columbus schools, justice and law officials, church 
pastors, area commissions, and civic associations will be in attendance. 

 The study regarding speed reduction on W. Case Road is still under review. 

 No action on neighborhood signs. 

 The Olde Sawmill Blvd. area still has the same liason officer -- Morgan. 
 
Kellie mentioned the hazardous conditions/bollards on Bethel at the 315 exit.  Drivers are cutting 
over later to turn south onto Olentangy. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Old Business 

 Mark announced that Kick Butt Columbus would be on March 19.  There will be trash 
pickups around OSU's airport on April 23 and August 27.  Mark will. have the times 
posted on the NWCA website. 

 
New Business 

 John said that at the June meeting, we would celebrate NWCA's 50 continuous years. 

 Rosemarie mentioned the new sign in front of the new apartments on Kenny Road and 
how nice it looked.  She also said that Home Depot agreed to all our requests regarding 
the truck rentals. 

 
Cheryl Grossman was concerned about the Reed Road Park walking path.  She said after rain, 
there is standing water on the path and suggested certain plantings in those areas would 
alleviate the problem. 
 
Rosemarie brought up the dog park on Godown and that when it is crowded, drivers are parking 
in the grass and ruts are forming. 
 
An audience member suggested a future meeting topic of budgetary processes. 
 
Rosemarie said BP is going to request a zoning change to put in a convenience store at 
Olentangy and Bethel.  Sharon Twp. and NWCA will work together to fight the change.   It will 
likely be on May's agenda. 

 

 John moved to adjourn and called for Executive Session. 
 

**Next meeting, April 6, 2016 @ 7:00 pm** 


