
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

May 4, 2016 
 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Greg 
Marietti, Nick Cipiti, Ruth Royal, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser, Megan DeVol, Hannah 
Gilliam, and Jocelyn Robertson. 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
John made a motion to approve the April minutes with one correction which was seconded by 
Rosemarie.  Motion approved. 
 
There was a motion to approve the April financial report by Mark; John seconded.  Motion 
approved.  Mark has until May 15 to submit the IRS filing. 
 
CITY REPORTS 

 
Police Department (No report; did not attend) 
 
Fire Department 

 Station 11 will be flushing hydrants through June 10.  Information about their flushing 
schedule is available on the city’s 311 website.  If you have rusty water, you may want 
to look at the schedule. 

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

 
By:  Jackie Yeoman, Senior Planner with the Columbus Department of Development. 
Re:  Progress to Date on the Northwest Area Plan 
 
They began their research in late 2014 and have been working on the plan with NWCA and the 
Far Northwest Coalition.  All of their draft recommendations are available on their website.  The 
overview is just a summary. 
 
The current plan was adopted in 2007 but it doesn’t include recommendations for every parcel.  
Their general goal is to provide land use recommendations for the planning area that serve as a 
framework for zoning and other land use decisions.  If a property owner requests a land use 
change, the plan can be used in the review process for zoning and variances. 
 
Their first workshop was in May, 2015.  The second workshop was in January, 2016.  There 
were 85 people who attended or participated in the online survey.  The plan received strong 
community support.  The lowest support was for area 2, but that was at 75% approval.  Jackie 
highlighted some of the changes in areas 2, 5, and 7.  She encouraged members of the 
audience to contact her with questions or comments. 
 
On May 26 from 6:00-7:30 pm, there is another Civic Workshop at Meadowpark Church.  The 
NWCA and FNWC members are encouraged to attend.  A complete draft of the plan will be 
presented for review. 
 
A public open house will be held on June 7 from 6:00-7:30 pm, where the complete draft will be 
presented to the public for comment. 
 



This summer the plan will be presented to NWCA and FNWC and they will be asked to vote in 
support of the plan.  In the fall of 2016, the NW Plan will be presented to the Development 
Commission, and following that, legislation will be presented to the Development Commission. 
 
Jackie asked for questions.  John asked if someone wanted a grass-only greenspace, would 
Planning approve.  Jackie said that they would support it with conditions or consider support 
based on conditions.  Decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Cheryl Grossman asked about walkability and preserving existing single-family homes.  Jackie 
said more than 80% of the NW area is already built-out.  They have recommended that major 
commercial district’s future development should be mixed-use. 
 
Mary Jo Napoli offered her appreciation at their responsiveness. 
 
Jean Wentzel asked about the location of Hickory Bluff farm site.  Jackie said that it is a large 
area that they don’t recommend for any development. 
 
Tom Kasberg asked about the verbiage in the plan for Godown Road from the previous and 
future plans.  Jackie said that the plan does not address anything related to transportation 
(roads). 
 
John commented that the use of the new plan will put teeth in land use in city recommendations.  
Also brought up the lack of collaboration between the various city departments.  Thinks now is a 
good time to try and remedy that with the new city administration. 
 
Neighborhood Liaison, Isom Nivins, Jr.  
 

 The City Council meeting is May 18, 5:30-7:00 pm at the Lazelle Woods Community 
Rec Center, 8140 Sancus Blvd. 

 Another State of the Community meeting is May 9, 6:00-7:30 pm at the Driving Park 
Branch library, 1422 E. Livingston Avenue.  Notes from previous meetings are 
available at www.StateOfTheCommunity.org. 

 The map and schedule for the resurfacing projects is posted on the Public Service 
Department’s website.  Tom Kasberg commented that very few projects are planned for 
our area. 

 Code Enforcement:  Matt Lewis is still on medical leave.  Andy Baumann is covering for 
him.  Kyle sent photos to Isom regarding  Abbey Church.  Isom will go and look at the 
site and discuss with Andy.  Isom has a good contact who is with the Community 
Relations Commission who can offer advice on communicating with tenants. 

 No updates on Isom’s service order for speed reduction on West Case Road.  John 
mentioned the possibility of putting a bike path along the north side of West Case and 
behind Home Depot.  $3 million has been set aside.  Mary Jo mentioned watching a 
broadcast of the Columbus Metropolitan Club’s luncheon roundtable about bike paths. 

 Rosemarie commented that the neighborhood signs aren’t in and up yet. 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Code Enforcement 

 Kyle told the audience that if they see any violations, use the 311 website.  The city has 
filed a suit against Vanity.  An audience member commented that people don’t put their 
trash cans away along Bentley. 

 
  

http://www.stateofthecommunity.org/


Membership 
 Kelly made a plea to join NWCA.  She made a motion for approval to go to area business 

owners asking for support of the NWCA.  Business memberships would be $50 for 2 
years or $30 for one year.  She will purchase window decals businesses can display in 
their front windows or doors.  Business names would be listed on the NWCA website.  
John seconded the motion. 

 
Hospitality 

 Ruth said that the annual meeting would be June 1 with a meet and greet at 6:30 pm and 
the meeting at 7:00 pm.  This will be the NWCA’s 50th anniversary.  There will be lots of 
good food at the meeting. 

 
Airport 

 John said that the airport has a plan in place.  They have an architect who is working on 
a new entryway that would be located east from the current entryway.  They will be 
upgrading classrooms and replacing some of the hangars.  OSU has made a long-term 
commitment with this plan.  There are a few parcels they may sell off in the process but 
will work with the NWCA. 

 This weekend is Safe Com; some spectator events will be taking place. 
 
Parks & Rec 

 No report 
 
Student Trustees 

 Went to the May 2 City Council meeting.  They all said that they enjoyed the experience. 
 

Graphics and Zoning 
Rezoning and variance requests to permit redevelopment of a 3.6 acre site with 16 detached 
single-family condominiums.  Presentation by Mark Catalano, Fairway Realty, and Dave Perry, 
developer. 
 
Mr. Catalano stated that his company recently completed construction at Kingsdale with empty 
nester condos and at the intersection Tremont and London with 11 condos. 
 
They want to attract owners who want to downsize.  The outside areas would be maintained by 
an association.  The proposed condos have first floor master suites with laundry/bath and 2-car 
garage.  They have basements and two bedrooms on the second floor with either one or two 
bathrooms.  They will have courtyard patios.  They are using Stock & Stone architects. 
 
There is a 65’ setback from the stream.  The current zoning is RR and they are requesting a 
change to AR-12 which allows non-platted lots. 
 
Mark asked what are the densities of the adjacent properties?  Adjacent properties are office, 
SFR, condos). 
 
The new development is 3+ acres with 16 condos.  Mark was concerned about how close the 
northern-most condos would be to the property just north.  Mr. Catalano said that they can’t 
reduce the number of units due to financial feasibility.  Their variance application encompasses 
four variance requests. 
 

 AR-1 District requires 16 detached SFRs. 

 Fronting – internal homes don’t front public streets (normally required) 

 Building lines – want to reduce to 10’ (normally 60’).  Thoroughfare plan recommends 
road widths throughout the city. 



 Perimeter yard (back yard) only applies to north and west property lines (25’). 
 
John asked where utility easements will be.  Mr. Catalano said they hadn’t been determined yet. 
 
Kellie asked about natural colors.  She thinks the development is too dense for the area and 
there is too much traffic in the area.  Kyle agreed that the density was too high.  Also, he’s not 
happy with the traffic on Chevy Chase.  Also thinks some stone or brick should be used to bring 
some similarity with the condos across the street. 
 
Nick asked if there were any other similar developments like this.  Mr. Perry said he would email 
Rosemarie the location of one that is near Morse Road and Hamilton Road.  There would be a 
sidewalk along Henderson. 
 
Rosemarie mentioned that there were 4 curb cuts along Chevy Chase. 
 
Mary Jo said that the stream setback was too small.  The storm water manual requires 75’.  Mr. 
Perry said that there is 65’ on each side, 130’ total.  She asked if storm water would flow into the 
stream.  Mr. Catalano said that a civil engineer would decide. 
 
Paula Brown owns the property just north.  She said that properties on the south side of 
Henderson are combined (doubles); 20’ is too close and will decrease her property value. 
 
John Ellis, who lives across from the ingress/egress, says there is too much traffic and to turn 
east on  Henderson is difficult. 
 
Greg asked if they had considered duplexes.  Developer said that the topography would make it 
hard to put homes together. 
 
List price would be $450K-$550K and the units are 2,100 square feet. 
 
Tom Kasberg asked about the storm water plan.  Mark said there wasn’t any retention.  John 
said that the city engineers wouldn’t approve the development unless their storm water plan was 
acceptable. 
 
Sal City (name???) asked if they would build on different levels.  Developer said there would be 
some sloping.  He also asked about parking.  There will be two spots in front of each garage as 
well as street parking. 
 
Mike Mahoney stated that east bound traffic speeds. 
 
Heath Von Staden had a garage sale.  He is retired Army and asked if there’d been a traffic 
study.  He has 6 cars and can’t park them all in his garage. 
 
John said that turning left onto Henderson wasn’t easy. 
 
Tom Kasberg said a roundabout would be good. 
 
Mary Jo asked about erosion protection.  John asked who would manage the development.  Mr. 
Perry said they didn’t know yet.  Owners would pay a fee. 
 
Paula Brown wants 25’ and likes the properties on the south side of Henderson. 
 



Rosemarie made a motion to approve the rezoning request; seconded by Jocelyn.  Motion failed 
by a vote of 10 to 0.  Rosemarie made a motion to approve the variance request; seconded by 
Mark.  Motion failed by a vote of 10 to 0. 
 
Developer said Development Commission may be back in June. 
 
There will be 1 or 2 zoning issues coming up for NWCA. 
 
Old Business 

 None 
 

New Business 

 There will be 1 or 2 zoning issues coming up for NWCA.  There will be an extra NWCA 
meeting on June 8. 

 Kyle made a motion to have NWCA reimburse for Cuco’s lunch; seconded by Kellie.  
Motion passed. 
 
 

John moved to adjourn at 9:15 pm. 
 
 
 

**Next meeting, June 1, 2016 (Annual Meeting – 6:30 meet & greet,7:00 pm meeting)** 


