
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Special Zoning Meeting Minutes 

August 3, 2016 
 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Nick Cipiti, Ruth Royal, 
Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser, Sarah Hangen, Sara Abou Rashad, Regina Cavin, and 
Rachel Massey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:04 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of September’s minutes was waived until the November meeting. 
 
There was a motion to approve the September financial report by Rosemarie; Kellie seconded.  
Motion approved. 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Police – No report (did not attend) 
 
Fire Dept – No report but they mentioned they were doing air crash training. 
 
Bill Ofsanik asked about a hydrant that was knocked over.  CFD knew about it already; a woman 
had a spider in her car and knocked it over.  
 
 
SPECIAL GUEST 

 
Shannon Hardin, Columbus City Councilman 
 
First, Shannon recognized the good work of Isom Nivens.  Shannon chairs the Public Service 
and Transportation and the Small & Minority Business Committees. 
 
Rosemarie asked about trees that line her back yard along Linworth Road that were cut down.  
The people who cut them down didn’t clean up the chunks of wood very well as a result. 
 
Ruth Royal, who lives on Southport, said that it is hard to get out onto Godown Road because of 
shrubs that lean over and block the driver’s view.  John said it is the owner’s responsibility it the 
shrubs hang over the right-of-way.  Kellie said that the same issue exists at Henderson Heights 
and Henderson Road.  John said that it was Perry Twp’s problem.  Mark added that on Sawmill 
across from where Old West Case intersects, shrubs hang over the sidewalk. 
 
Shannon said he is working on a sidewalk improvement grant for those residents who can’t 
afford to replace their sidewalks.  He will send out information to the area commissions.  
Rosemarie mentioned a 500’ area at Kenny/Godown where there is no sidewalk.  Shannon 
responded that he’d put it on the list.  It was supposed to have been done.  Regina said that she 
has to walk on the road along Francisco.  Marcia Campbell commented about sidewalks that go 
nowhere.  Roger Jerome, 1602 Ramblewood, was concerned about the curbs and gutters on 
Ramblewood.  He said nothing had been done for 20 years. 
 
 
 
 



Isom Nivens – Community Report 
 
The 7th Annual Neighborhood Best Practices Conference will be held on Saturday, October 15 
from 7:30 am to 2:30 pm at the Downtown High School, 364 S. Fourth Street.  The conference 
includes various workshops and speakers.  Those who attend will receive a “toolkit” bag of 
information on programs and organizations. 
 
The Franklin County Neighborhood Arts Grant is administrated by the Ohio Alliance for Arts 
Education and supports the arts in the county’s communities.  Civic associations, social service 
agencies, and amateur arts organizations are eligible to apply for funding.  Maximum grant is 
$2,000 and the next deadline is October 31st.  Details available at:  www.oaae.net. 
 
According to 311’s note dated September 22, no action is needed regarding the weeds at Kenny 
and Bethel and Bethel and Olentangy.  
 
The old graffiti that bleeds through on the pedestrian bridge over 315 is an ODOT issue.  Isom 
contacted ODOT and registered a complaint.  Shaun Rosterfer from ODOT will inspect and 
report back to Isom. 
 
Regarding the speed limit reduction from 45 to 35 on Sawmill between West Case and Bethel 
Road, the City Engineer, Carrie Fortman, the appropriate speed limit is 45 which is the current 
speed limit. 
 
On West Case, the speed reduction is still on hold.  They have to determine with ODOT whether 
a change needs to be made plus they’d have to coordinate with the county for the portion of 
West Case in their jurisdiction.  A pedestrian count was conducted on July 5 from 6:30 am to 
8:00 pm and a total of two pedestrians crossed West Case at Ellinger.  Traffic Management 
wants to obtain more information about the pedestrians’ destinations.  The  resident of Preston 
Woods who requested the reduction is gathering additional information. 
 
A request was made to have a flashing red arrow operating from midnight to 5:00 am at the 
intersection of Sawmill and West case.  Traffic Management wants more information. 
 
Kellie said that there was still glass on the median at Bethel and Olentangy.  Mark mentioned a 
water leak on Bethel in front of Papa Johns that remains unrepaired. 
 
Code Enforcement – No report 
 
Membership  
 
Nick and John will meet to discuss 
 
Hospitality – No report 
 
Airport 
 
Approximately 5,000 attended.  Many of the NWCA Trustees showed up as well.  The airport is 
currently presenting to investors regarding their 10 year plan.  John said the sheep farm folks 
are working on marketing plans for the soybean and sheep farms.  They plan on having the 
OSU trustees approve the sale in June.  OSU hopes to close by next summer. 
 
Bill Ofsanik asked if some of the property would become parkland.  John said plans would 
depend on the developer and the neighborhood.  Agrihood would be a possibility.  NWCA would 



like to see values increased with agrihood.  The home on the sheep farm was built in the 1890’s.  
Rosemarie has been in contact with the Columbus Landmarks Foundation. 
 
Dale VanHoose of Trotter’s Chase said there should be a bike path through the airport area. 
 
Website – No report 
 
Parks & Rec – No report 
 
Student Trustees 
Student Council is working on getting a lighted sign for the school 
 
 
GRAPHICS & ZONING 

 
1770 W. Henderson - Northeast corner of Henderson Road and Reed Road (AutoZone) 
Request support for a CPD variance to allow an AutoZone store 
 
Wes Berlin with AutoZone presented 
 
There will be much more green space; will use evergreens for screening 
 
They will take down the pylon sign and put in a tall monument sign 
 
Rosemarie asked what color the light poles would be.  She requested dark brown. 
 
Kellie complimented Wes on his presentation. 
 
They are asking for 3 variances:  the building setback proposed is 67.9’, parking and circulation 
aisles between building and street ROW line, and the width of the building will be a minimum of 
32.8%. 
 
David Hartsook owns two, four-family units east of the property.  He complimented Wes and 
asked him to commit to 8’ tall trees.  He also requested that unloading take place mid-morning 
and only once a week.  He also asked about putting an American flag on the existing flagpole. 
 
AutoZone is corporate-owned. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the CPD variance; seconded by Mark.  The motion 
passed:  9 yes, 1 abstain. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the 3 variances; seconded by Julie.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
2116  W. Henderson – Rita’s Italian Ice 
 
Marcia Campbell with PKC Properties presented 
 
They had asked for eight variances in January, 2015.  NWCA approved four of them.  They are 
requesting four more:  1) frontage – reduction to 53%; 2) waive parking stacking/circulation; 3) 
three landscaping beds in islands but the rest in peninsulas; 4) setback requires 51’, 8” but want 
60’.  Transportation granted them a variance on the right-of-way.  
 



The colors of the building will be white and gray.  Three other retail buildings will be on the site.  
The owner plans to invest $1,000,000 in the property. 
 
Kellie said that Marcia originally asked for dine in space.  Marcia didn’t remember ever saying 
that.  Iit was originally presented as a Rita’s but is now a strip mall with three tenants. 
 
John stated that it is an odd parcel and there would be other enterprises involved in the 
expansion. 
 
Access will be in/out onto Henderson (right in only) and on Dierker. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the parking/stacking variance (3372.709(A); Mark 
seconded.  Motion failed 2 – 8. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the tree variance (3312.21); seconded by Ruth.  Motion 
passed 7 – 3. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the building setback variance (3372.704(B); Kellie 
seconded.  Motion failed 4 – 6. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the variance regarding building frontage (3372.705(B); 
seconded by Mark.  Motion failed 4 – 6. 
 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
None 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm. 
 
The Board went into Executive Session. 

 
 

 
 
 

**Next meeting, November 2, 2016 at 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 


