
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Minutes 

November 2, 2016 
 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Nick Cipiti, Ruth Royal, 
Kyle Hartman, Greg Marietti, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser, Sarah Hangen and Regina 
Cavin. 
 
The meeting was called to order by John at 7:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A motion to approve September’s and October’s minutes was made by John and seconded by 
Nick.  Motion approved. 
 
There was a motion to approve the October financial report by Mark which was seconded by 
Rosemarie.  Motion approved. 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Police – No report (did not attend) 
 
Fire Dept – No report (did not attend) 
 
Isom Nivens – Community Report 
 
Neighborhood Pride applications for 2017 have been sent out and are due by January 1, 2017. 
 
The speed limit reduction request from 45 to 35 between Sawmill and Godown Roads was 
evaluated by the traffic management staff on October 20th; no reduction will happen.  Additional 
requests for speed limit change or crosswalks in that area will not be evaluated for the next year, 
possibly the next three years unless significant development or change in character occurs. 
 
The service request for a speed limit reduction on Sawmill Road between West Case and Bethel 
Roads has been read and is under review.  The review will be completed within 90 days. 
 
The occurrence of frequent crashes at the intersection of Sawmill and West Case Roads has 
been studied by the traffic division.  The request to install a flashing red arrow between midnight 
and 5:00 am was rejected; the traffic engineer said that a flashing red light is not an approved 
traffic control device to deter off-road crashes.   On October 17, an updated was made to the 
traffic light regarding the interval timing standards.  This change should mitigate some of the 
angle, left turn, and rear end crashes at the intersection. 
 
It was recommended that a 311 request be made to study the off-road crashes at the 
intersection to see if additional countermeasures should be considered such as pavement 
markings or guardrails. 
 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Brown is conducting a panel discussion on the challenges faced in 
women’s entrepreneurship on Thursday, November 3 from 10:00 am to 11:30 am at The 
Women’s Business Center, 1655 Old Leonard Avenue.  Panelists include:  Heather Whaling, 
Joyce Johnson, Rae Reed, Renee’ Dismore, and Julie Wilkes. 
 
 
  



Code Enforcement 
Kyle will follow up with Isom on current issues.  John mentioned that election signs in right-of-
way areas must be removed after November 8. 
 
Membership  
Nick will contact the Trustees about ideas for increasing membership.  He passed out a map 
showing where current memberships are.  The service area does not get Northwest News. 
 
Hospitality – No report 
 
Airport 
Mike Duffey called John to ask if NWCA has any input regarding the sheep farm.  He is going to 
meet with Keith Myers with OSU architecture.  OSU will sell the property but it is not bottom-line 
driven.  Mike wants legislation to guide the Design Guideline Committee.  Representatives from 
nearby neighborhoods will be asked for input.  There is no timeline for this – no urgency. 
 
Rosemarie spoke with Shannon Hardin asking that they work with Columbus Landmarks 
Foundation to save the farmhouse. 
 
Mark showed the medal he was awarded after participating in the 5K at the airport open house. 
 
Website 
John asked that we let him know if any information on the website is wrong. 
 
Parks & Rec 
There is a potential for a walking path along the south side of the sheep farm. 
 
Student Trustees 
Two were absent, one due to sports injury and the other due to schoolwork.  In the spring of 
2017, sidewalks will be installed along Kenny between Henderson and Bethel. 
 
 
GRAPHICS & ZONING 

 
5055 Dierker Road 
Request rezoning to allow a business that manufactures alcoholic beverages to be located 
within 600 feet of residential or apartment district boundaries 
Presenter:  John Chess 
 
In 1985, the property use changed from residential to office.  Mr. Chess gave a brief history of 
the property.  It was originally part of a cattle ranch. 
 
They don’t plan on doing much with the original building.  They will build a new structure to the 
west of the existing building.  The smokehouse and barn still exist.  The Henderson family is 
buried in Union Cemetery. 
 
There are no breweries in the NW Columbus area. 
 
They don’t have elevations yet.  The new structure will be a one-story, 2,000 SF building.  They 
aren’t sure how it will be connected to the old structure.  They will make it look new to contrast 
with the old building.  They height of the new building will be equipment-driven but no higher 
than 35’.  They hope to restore the interior of the existing building to what it may have been like 
when it was first built.  They may call the microbrewery “Henderson Brewing Company.” 
 



The new section will be approximately 1,000 SF with a seating area.  The restrooms will be ADA 
compliant. 
 
They are asking for rezoning and variances. 
 
Kyle requested that the exterior not look cheap.  Nick asked whether the neighbors had been 
notified.  Mr. Chess said that they had.  A traffic study was done; no new turn lanes are needed.  
They will widen the entryway to 22’ and they will not do anything with the existing monuments. 
 
They have a verbal commitment with the church across the street regarding parking.  Rosemarie 
said that they needed to have an agreement in writing.  She asked about operating hours and 
that they should be considerate of the nearby apartment residents.  Rosemarie thought it should 
close by 10:00 pm. 
 
Mr. Chess said they may use one of the offices for an event planner and lease out another 
office.  He may use one office for his real estate business.  Mary Jo mentioned that children and 
school buses are in the area.  She asked if there would be truck traffic.  Mr. Chess said they 
would never need 18 wheelers to delivery supplies.  Mary Jo also asked about air quality and 
sewer issues.  Mr. Chess said very little waste is produced in microbrewing.  They will have bike 
racks available.  Kevin Parks asked how many parking spaces they would have.  Mr. Chess said 
there are 45 but they want a variance for 28.  Rosemarie asked about the setback variance; the 
grassy area is a perpetual easement. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the rezoning, seconded by Kyle.  The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve all four variances, seconded by Mark.  The motion also 
passed unanimously.  
 
5067 Olentangy River Road – BP Gas Station and Convenience Store 
Presenter:  Laura Comek 
 
Rosemarie met with Laura and the surrounding neighbors and is working with them regarding 
this project.  Laura wants to come back in December to go over graphics.  She will file an 
application next week. 
 
They had originally wanted to use the north lot but now only want to redevelop the existing lot.  
The Dutchess store will be 1,550 SF.  Neighbors expressed concerns about traffic issues.  BP 
will maintain ballasts and there will be no northbound turn in. 
 
BP is asking for a variance for one parking space.  They currently have eight spaces. 
 
They will replace several of the large trees and will add more landscaping to screen for the 
neighbors. 
 
This BP operates 24 hours a day but so does McDonald’s.  BP will have dumpster removal 
seven days a week.  The proposed light fixtures are code compliant.  Greg asked about thee lot 
on the north side.  BP isn’t interested in that lot.  It is currently zoned office.  Terry Lucas asked if 
they would increase the number of pumps.  They will increase from 8 to 12 pumps.  Roger 
Zaebst was concerned about visibility.  Laura will get with Roger to reassure him.  A traffic study 
was done about three years ago. 
 
Rosemarie asked about outdoor displays.  Laura said that they would be no larger than 4’ deep 
and 3’ high and will be in typical areas.  Rosemarie asked that they only use displays for car-



related products.  They want a vote from NWCA on the zoning so they can go to the Zoning 
Commission in November. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve the zoning variance in order to update the gas station and 
convenience store, seconded by Kyle.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
New Business 
John will attend the 161 corridor study meeting. 
 
Old Business 
Rita’s is surrounded by Wendy’s Drive and there isn’t room for expansion.  John suggested that 
we not allow more than 4 variances for a property.  The owner couldn’t get a loan with only one 
tenant so they had to have at least two tenants. 
 
Chevy Chase & Henderson:  The developer wants to meet with the surrounding residents again.  
The developer fired his attorney and has retained new counsel.  The Development Commission 
will table the issue in November. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 
 
 
 
 

**Next meeting, December 7, 2016 at 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 


