
Northwest Civic Association 
Board of Trustees Minutes 

April 15, 2017 
 
 
Trustees in Attendance:  John Ehlers, Kellie Ehlers, Rosemarie Lisko, Kyle Hartman, Ruth 
Royal, Nick Cipiti, Mark Krietemeyer, Julie Schlosser, Sarah Hangen, Rachel Massey, Sara 
Abou Rashed, and Regina Cavin. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
A motion to approve the March minutes was deferred to a later date. 
 
A motion to approve March’s financial report was made by Mark and seconded by Rosemarie.  
Motion approved. 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Police – No report (did not attend) 
 
Fire Dept – They will be flushing fire hydrants between April 22 and June 10.  The city’s website 
will have information about this process. 
 
Isom Nivens – Community Report 
Isom attended the Riverside Green Neighborhood Block Watch meeting on March 22 which was 
held at Riverside Elementary School.  Items discussed included:  what to do about careless 
landlords (Isom provided contact info for the Code Enforcement Officer for the area and how to 
use 311); concern about curfew violations (Isom shared curfew law with them – ORC 2319.30); 
the neighborhood is interested in becoming a Neighborhood Pride area (Isom discussed 
features of the Pride Program including potential benefits); the pros and cons of becoming an 
area commission (Isom informed the group about the NWCA). 
 
There is still interest in the NWCA writing a letter requesting special consideration for sidewalk 
installation along Dierker Road north of Bethel up to Ramblewood.  The request originated from 
Robert Weigand at 5568 Boulder Crest.  Isom approached Councilmember Shannon Hardin in 
February and also sent an email to him as well as his aide Zachary Davidson.  Zachary 
responded saying he didn’t think their office could do anything to help. 
 
Isom asked if there were any new reports of accidents at Sawmill and West Case.  Isom spoke 
with the Public Service Dept. Administration last week about the situation during the State of the 
City Address.  The Administrator advised Isom to let him know of any recent crashes at that 
intersection. 
 
Lowe’s is looking for potential neighborhood projects that their employees can assist with.  They 
could provide up to 30 people, depending on the size of the project and would be available for 2 
to 3 days.  Lowe’s would need a description of the project, an estimate of manpower, materials 
and/or tools needed. 
 
The Misty Meadows’ HOA President thanked Isom for his work on getting their streets repaved. 
 
  



Code Enforcement 
Rosemarie said that a service request has been issued for 1775 Francisco.  There are six cars 
in the driveway and six cars behind the house.  She thought they might be running a used car lot 
out of the home. 
 
Isom said that Cliff is the Code Enforcement Officer for our area. 
 
Ruth commented that there are bushes obscuring a driver’s view at the intersection of Southport 
and Godown.  They are too large.  Kyle said he’d follow up on it this Saturday. 
 
Mary Jo mentioned that the pavement is very rough on Old Henderson Road between Kenny 
and Larwell.  Kyle suggested she report it via 311 or report code violations to John. 
 
Membership 
Last month Nick distributed a draft membership flyer. 
 
Hospitality 
John announced that Ruth had been profiled in State Treasurer Yost’s internal newsletter and 
congratulated her. 
 
Ruth is working on getting food donations for the June 7 annual meeting. 
 
Website 
John mentioned the Anna Mildred Henderson award information on the website has been 
updated.  One nomination has come in so far. 
  
Parks & Rec – No report 
 
Airport 
There will be trash pickup at the airport on Saturday, April 22 at 9:00 am.  Coffee and doughnuts 
will be available at 8:30 am.  The pickup area is on Sawmill Road along the fence. 
 
SR 161 Group 
Rosemarie and John will be attending their next meeting.  The purpose of the meeting will be for 
brainstorming purposes.  Their summary findings will be presented in April. 
 
Student Trustees 
May 1 is the tentative date for the student trustees to attend a City Council meeting. 
 
Sheep Farm 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 10, sometime between 6:30 and 7:30 pm start time. 
 
 
GRAPHICS & ZONING 

 
There will be a flyer drop this Saturday regarding the proposed senior living/nursing home at 
Henderson and Chevy Chase.  Nick said he would help. 
 
3309 Welsh Abbey Road 
Presenter:  Atty. Dave Perry 
Variance request to reduce the setback facing Riverside Drive from 90’ to 63’. 
 
Current zoning is PUD-6.  The homes in River Highlands were built between 2004 and 2006.  
Terry Matthews is the applicant and his back yard backs up to Riverside Drive.  Mr. Matthews 



wants to build a larger patio/deck that would impede into the 90’ setback.  Columbus City staff 
approved the application.  Several neighbors attended who approve of the construction. 
 
Rosemarie asked what the hardship was.  Mr. Perry stated that there is none.  Now the term is 
“statement of intent.”  The forms were recently changed; case law changed the standards. 
 
The proposal is reduce the setback to 63’.  There is a large tree line along Riverside Drive.  Nick 
asked if these were homes or condos and Dave said they were detached condos.   There are no 
neighbors who object.  Approving homeowners in attendance were Dorothy Teater, Scott 
Moore, who lives directly south of Mr. Matthews, and Charlie Parady who is the President of the 
HOA. 
 
Mark asked if all the condos along Riverside Drive were in compliance and David said that many 
of them are impeding on the 90’ setback.  He said no one else has asked for a variance.  He 
also said that no one is able to see the backs of the condos from Riverside Drive.  The tree line 
is a very effective sound barrier. 
 
Discussion followed about how Mark Waggenbrenner had made promises with some of his 
developments that never happened.  Now NWCA is just learning that the setback was violated.  
Dave said that this was 15 years after the fact. 
 
Mr. Matthews said that he would have a water feature; anything to reduce road noise.  He was 
unaware of the setback until he applied for the building permit application.  Mr. Perry said that 
other residents may want similar variances.  John mentioned that five years ago, NWCA was 
trying to come up with solutions for codification. 
 
Mr. Matthews said that the HOA has done much to improve the property.  They even paid for 
new curbs and paving.  Rosemarie asked if they got sidewalks.  John mentioned the left turn 
lanes that never happened. 
 
Scott Moore, a neighbor to the south approves and looks forward to enjoying the view.  Dorothy 
Teater said the neighbors on each side would be the only ones who would see the 
improvements.  Dave Perry said that if Riverside Drive was ever widened, the improvements 
wouldn’t have any affect. 
 
Rosemarie made a motion to approve; seconded by Kyle.  Motion passed 9 yes, 2 no. 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
New Business 
Joyce Jacobson is dealing with a big rut in the road and W. Henderson and PNC Bank.  Isom 
said he would help with the situation.  She also wants assistance at the intersection of 
Olentangy River Road and the McConnell Heart Center entryway.  People are coming out and 
can’t see.  There was a pole with a reflector in the way. 
 
The deadline for the Anna Mildred Henderson Award nominations is May 1.  The award goes to 
a local citizen for outstanding service to the community. 
 
Mary Jo suggested that NWCA explain the code enforcement process and do we ever follow 
up?  John said that Code Enforcement and the building inspector do the follow up. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 pm.  (Next meeting is May 3 @ 7:00 pm) 


